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GOVERNMENT 


Palmer Town Council votes to lower tax rate 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


PALMER Homeowners 
across the country are well aware of 
the drastic rise in the value of their 
property in recent years as bidding 
wars among potential buyers con- 
tinues to drive up selling prices. 

In Palmer, homeowners will 
soon get something those in some 
other towns may covet, however — a 
tax break. 

Following a tax classification 
hearing Monday night, Palmer Town 
Council voted to maintain a single 
rate for residential, commercial, 
and industrial property and lowered 
the rate from $21.12 to $19.83 per 
$1,000 of assessed value. That’s a 


$1.29 reduction for homeowners 
and businesses in town. In compari- 
son, the rate in Wilbraham is $22.96 
per $1,000 of assessed value. In 
Monson it’s $18.12 and in Ludlow, 
homeowners pay $21.08. 

Town council also approved 
a residential exemption that shifts 
more of the tax burden to the own- 
ers of rental properties and a small 
commercial discount that provides 
a savings for commercial proper- 
ty owners if the parcel is valued at 
less than $1 million and is occupied 
by a business with no more than 10 
employees. The residential discount 
has a negligible impact because 
most residential property in town is 
owner-occupied. 

There were no public com- 


ments offered and no council dis- 
cussion before the votes adopting 
the measures. The new rate will be 
effective in 2022. 

While the town, which collects 
more than 80% of its total tax reve- 
nue from residential property own- 
ers, is reducing the size of its slice 
of the pie, that pie itself has grown 
through a combination of market 
forces and a proactive effort to im- 
prove the overall quality of life in 
Palmer. Which means a lower rate 
doesn’t necessarily mean home or 
commercial property owners will 
owe less when they receive their 
first quarter tax bills next year. 

The tradeoff though, is their 
property is worth significantly more 
than it did a year ago and those bills 


will be lower than they would have 
been if the town didn’t lower its 
rate. 

“That’s the wrinkle,’ Town 
Manger Ryan McNutt said the day 
after the hearing. 

“The average value of ahome in 
Palmer has gone up from $191,000 
to $215,000 and while taxes are go- 
ing down, the average tax bill may 
go up by $250 for the entire year. 
But your wealth, your assets, have 
increased by tens of thousands of 
dollars.” 

McNutt said he and other town 
officials realize budgeting an extra 
$20 a month to save for the tax bill 
means different things for different 
people. For many, it’s an extra, dou- 
ble-shot latte; For others, especially 


those on a fixed income, it’s about 
making ends meet. 

“How to mitigate that is why 
look to exemptions and senior work 
off programs to offset tax bills,” 
McNutt said. 

There are programs designed 
for seniors, widows and widow- 
ers, disabled veterans, and others 
in town who need assistance. This 
year, nine seniors and nearly 80 sur- 
viving spouses in Palmer were able 
to offset their tax bills through town 
programs. 

“Senior citizens and others 
concerned about their taxes should 
come in and talk to us, talk to me, 
talk to our treasurer,’ McNutt said. 

“We can find the right program 
for you. In some cases we might not 


know your situation and you might 
not know about the programs. Peo- 
ple should always come in and talk 
to us and we might have solutions 
to mitigate your tax bill. The door is 
always open.” 


A more valuable town 

McNutt said when he began 
working for the town about three 
years ago Palmer’s aggregate value 
was $950 million. 

“A billionaire could buy the 
town of Palmer then,” he joked. 

Today, it’s $1.2 billion. Prop- 
erty values have increased 13% on 
average. 

“It is my job — my mission — to 
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EDUCATION 


Palmer High School hosts Winter Prom 


Grace Burke and Jack Letendre 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER -— Prom = season 
came early at Palmer High School 
through their school’s annual event, 


Prominade. 


Last Friday, Dec. 10, at the 
school’s auditorium, the seniors of 
Palmer High had the opportunity 
to dress up in their prom attire and 
celebrate a special moment with 


Caitlin Lebel and Aiden Van Oostveen 


their dates while being cheered on 
by family, friends and Palmer High 
staff members. 

Palmer High seniors were hap- 
py to share their moments on stage 
and show off their outfits. 


Turley Publications photos by Jonah Snowden 


“Personally, I see most of these 
people daily, coming in wearing 
sweatpants, as comfy as I am,” se- 
nior Anthony Ukrainets said. 
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COVID-19 


REGION Palmer and 
Wales are among the more than 
100 towns and cities in the Com- 
monwealth that are receiving 
COVID-19 test kits to be distribut- 
ed free to residents. 

Palmer will receive over 
4,800 kits and 540 are destined for 
Wales. The kits are expected to be 
delivered this week. 

“We are still making policy 
on how we will make them avail- 
able,” Palmer Town Manager Ryan 
McNutt said. Wales officials could 
not be reached by press time. 

The Baker-Polito Adminis- 
tration on Tuesday announced 
plans to increase access to at home 
COVID-19 test kits for residents 
across the Commonwealth. The 
Administration has secured 2.1 
million iHealth Labs _ over-the- 
counter at-home rapid antigen 
tests that will be delivered to 102 
towns with the highest percentage 
of families below the poverty lev- 
el. These free tests will be avail- 
able for distribution to the public 
by each municipality, with an 
emphasis on increasing access for 
individuals and families who are 
facing financial hardship. 

“With the holidays approach- 
ing, we encourage residents to 
utilize rapid tests as a convenient 
way to keep family members and 
friends safe at gatherings,” Gov. 
Charlie Baker said. 

“While these tests are widely 
available at many pharmacies and 
retail locations across the Com- 
monwealth, we are making it even 
easier for residents to get free rapid 
testing through these initiatives.” 

While the initial 2.1 mil- 


Local towns among those 
getting free OTC test kits 


lion OTC rapid antigen tests will 
be distributed to 102 high-need 
communities across the Common- 
wealth, the Administration is final- 
izing plans to allow municipalities 
and other public entities to directly 
purchase tests from test manufac- 
turers at fixed, state-negotiated 
prices, Baker’s office said Tues- 
day. Municipalities are able to use 
American Rescue Plan Act fund- 
ing, as well as Federal COVID-19 
Relief funding to purchase the rap- 
id antigen test kits. 

At-home COVID-19 rapid 
antigen test kits are a fast, easy 
and convenient way to test for 
COVID-19. In addition to the 
Administration providing iHealth 
Labs OTC at-home rapid antigen 
test kits and allowing municipali- 
ties to directly purchase tests, resi- 
dents can visit local pharmacies or 
order online to purchase rapid test 
kits on their own, as needed. 

While each city or town will 
be able to determine how best to 
distribute tests within their com- 
munity municipalities are asked 
to prioritize those most in need, 
allocating equitably and at loca- 
tions accessible to individuals and 
families who are determined to be 
in high need and as quickly as pos- 
sible during the holiday season. 

The Commonwealth is paying 
$5 per test. All tests come in packs 
of two. The tests can be complet- 
ed in 15 minutes without the need 
to send a sample to a laboratory; 
a mobile phone or computer is not 
needed for any part of the test. In- 
dividuals 2 years of age and up can 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 


Santa ma 


Turley Publications photos by 
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Santa hands candy a cane to 
16-month-old Artemis Pellicano. 


HOLLAND — Not once, but 
twice did Santa make the rounds of 
Holland this past week. On Sunday, 


Ril 


kes the rounds in Holland 


Robert Pellicano and children Artemis and Tre pose with Santa. 


the jolly old elf, along with Mrs. 
Claus, visited with families at the 
Community Center. In addition to 


the visit, the center offered treats, 
crafts, coloring, and other activities. 
Then on Tuesday, the two made 


Kids Magnolia Balderelli, Joselyn Pucci, and Delia Mott enjoy arts and crafts. 


a return appearance for the Police 
Department Toys for Tots Stuff a 
Cruiser event! The toys will be do- 


nated to the USMC Toys for Tots 
Foundation. 
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Monson Savings 
Bank names 
Peritz Junior 
Mortgage Loan 
Originator 


MONSON - Monson Sav- 
ings Bank is pleased to announce 
the recent hire of Bryce A. Peritz 
as Junior Mortgage Loan Origi- 
nator. He will be based out of the : 
Monson Savings Bank Loan & > 
Operations Center, located at 75 
Post Office Park in Wilbraham. \ 

“Bryce is a welcomed addi- L 

tion to Monson Savings Bank,” a 
said Dan Moriarty, Monson Sav- ; 
ings Bank President and CEO. 
“As a local himself, he knows the area well, and is 
eager to help serve our customers. I have no doubt 
that he will be successful and provide our customers 
with lending solutions to help them reach their home 
financing goals.” 

Bryce A. Peritz is a resident of Palmer, living 
with his girlfriend and their beloved dog. Peritz is 
a Western Massachusetts native with strong ties to 
the local communities. He volunteers his time to 
help enhance the local areas, most notably working 
with non-profit, Re-Green Springfield, which aims to 
plant more trees in the Springfield area. Additionally, 
he supports local charity hockey games throughout 
Massachusetts by volunteering as a referee. 

As a Junior Mortgage Loan Originator, Peritz 
will be under the direction of Senior Mortgage Loan 
Originators of Monson Savings Bank’s top notch 
Residential Lending team. He will be responsible 
for supporting loan processing, aiding in mortgage 
closings, and providing residential loan customers 
with superior customer service throughout the home 
financing process. 

“Tt has always been a dream of mine to be a lend- 
er, as my father is also a Loan Originator. I grew up 
watching him and aspired to work in the same field. 
My father has given me the greatest gift anyone could 


T WITH SANTA 


BREAKEAS 


Not long ago, Barb Windoloski’s “granddog” 
Buster found himself stuck in a woodchuck trap. 
“The only thing hurt was his pride!” Barb says. 

Do you have a pet that makes your life special? 
We feature your pets (all pets are welcome — not just 
cats and dogs!) here and on Facebook every week. 
Just email a high-quality jog and some information, 
including your pet’s name, your name, and town, to 
mharrison@turley.com. 


Celebrate 
Christmas 
in story and song 


MONSON — The First Church of Monson at 
5 High Street invites everyone to join with them to 
Celebrate Christmas in story and song. 

Led by the First Church Music Committee, the 
10 a.m. service on Sunday, Dec. 26, will feature the 
telling of the stories of several Christmas carols, the 


ever give another person: he’s always believed in 
me,” said Bryce Peritz, Monson Savings Bank Ju- 
nior Mortgage Loan Originator. “I am thrilled to be 
joining the Residential Lending Team at Monson 
Savings. I am excited to start this journey and be a 
valuable asset to the Bank and our customers.” 


reading of poetry, and the singing of seasonal fa- 
vorites. After the service, light refreshments will be 
served in fellowship hall. 


Courtesy photos 
A Pancake Breakfast with Santa and Mrs. Claus was sponsored by the Three Rivers Ladies Auxiliary at the fire 
house last Sunday. Both kids and adults got into the Christmas spirit with a hot breakfast as Santa fueled up on his 
carbs as he gets ready for his annual trip from the North Pole. 


Monson student's 
drive in need of 
‘One warm coat’ 


MONSON — Monson resident and Pope Francis 
Preparatory school senior Madeline Ladew has been 
hosting a coat drive that ends Dec. 17. 

Donations will benefit Springfield Rescue Mis- 
sion (springfieldrescuemission.org). 

Gently worn coat donations for all ages (no 
holes or stains please!) may be dropped off at the 
Monson Free library, Monson Savings Bank (01057 
location only), and at Saint Patrick Church. 

Maddie’s coat drive is being coordinated with the 
non-profit One Warm Coat organization. One Warm 
Coat has hosted more than 40,000 coat drives and 
have given away 6.9 million coats across the United 
States since 1992. More information on One Warm 
Coat can be found at onewarmcoat.org. 


BAYSTATE CONVENIENT CARE- 
PALMER 


Police seize meth 
from motorist 


On Wednesday, Dec. 8, at about 2:22 a.m., officers 
of the Palmer Police Department conducted a motor 
vehicle stop on Park Street in Palmer for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle while the registration was re- 
voked. Subsequent investigation led to the discovery of 
40.1 grams of methamphetamine and $408. As a result 
of this investigation, Trever Elkins, 44, of Gardner was 
arrested and charged with: 

¢ Trafficking in methamphetamine (36 -100 grams) 

¢ Uninsured motor vehicle 

¢ Registration revoked, operate a motor vehicle 
with 

Elkins was arraigned at Palmer District Court on 
Dec. 8. 


The Urgent Care You Need 
When & Where You Need It 


Illnesses and injuries happen. 
And when they do, our team of 
providers are here for you and 
your family - offering same-day 
and walk-in appointments for 
your common healthcare needs. 


___ ABB 


Michael Harris of 
Dioguardi Jewelers is 
RETIRING from the jewelry 
business after 30 years! 


WE’RE HERE TO CARE FOR YOUR: 


¢ Colds, coughs, flu, fever, sore 
throat and seasonal allergies* 


* Migraine headaches 


* Strains, sprains, and sports injuries 
¢ Upper respiratory problems/ 
asthma 


¢ Stomach pain, nausea, diarrhea, 
vomiting 


* Minor cuts or burns » Animal bites, if not severe 


TOTAL STOCK 
LIQUIDATION 


* Rash, skin, and eye infections 
“At this time, telehealth visits will be 


offered for any patient experiencing 
respiratory and COVID-19 symptoms. 


¢ Urinary tract infections 
(pain or burning when urinating) 


° Earaches 


Monday - Friday:9am-7pm | Saturday & Sunday: 8 am - 4 pm 


To learn more call 413-370-7000 
or visit BaystateHealth.org/Convenient 


Beautiful Pearl Bracelet 


Free with $100 Purchase 
Thursday, December 16th, 
Friday, December 17th and 


BAYSTATE CONVENIENT CARE | 40 Wright Street | Palmer, MA 01069 
i Saturday, December 18th 


Located on the first floor of Baystate Wing Hospital in the Baystate Health & Wellness Center. 
Dedicated convenient care parking spaces available. 


ADVANCING CARE. 
ENHANCING LIVES. 


Baystate ria Health 


Either we sell it or we melt it down! Come in 


ALL SALES FINAL! this week and make us a reasonable offer! 


95 Main Street, Ware 
413.277.0364 


BaystateHealth.org 
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Baystate Convenient Care strives to live up to its name 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


PALMER — Of all the words I 
can think of to describe a first expe- 
rience at a medical facility, “pleas- 
ant” wouldn’t seem likely to even 
be in the running, let alone at the 
top of the list. 

Yet, that’s what kept coming to 
mind during and after my visit last 
week to the newish Convenient Care 
center at Baystate Wing Hospital. It 
wasn’t my first time in the building; 
I spent the better part of a day there 
months ago after a health scare and 
returned for some subsequent diag- 
nostics (thankfully, all’s well). At 
the time I was, as you might imag- 
ine, a bit self absorbed; Other than 
the fine care, I didn’t really notice 
much about the people or the sur- 
roundings then. 

Last week was different. It 
wasn’t an emergency situation, but 
there was pain involved from a nag- 
ging issue and just couldn’t be ig- 
nored another day. Before attempt- 
ing to make an appointment with 
my PCP, which I knew would be at 


Turley Publications photo by Michael Harrison 
Nurse Practitioner Emily Lambert at 
the Baystate Wing Convenient Care, 
which started operating seven days 
a week in September. 


least a couple of weeks or more, I 
remembered hearing about the Con- 
venient Care and thought I’d give it 
a try. 


or just walk in and I did the latter. 
Walking in the main entrance, I saw 
a valet meeting a patient’s vehicle 
(“they do that?!” I thought) with a 
big smile and the air of welcom- 
ing a guest to a swank hotel. The 
pandemic protocol — being handed 
a fresh mask, asked to sanitize, tip 
my hat up for the temp check and 
answering the standard questions 
— was familiar and expected, but it 
was the way that person checked me 
in that was different. It was...nice! 

I was directed to the Conve- 
nient Care — one flight up — but it 
was easy to find with the well- 
placed signage. I walked down that 
first hallway before, but this time I 
noticed the soothing colors and the 
fine artwork along the way. 

There were a few people ahead 
of me at the CC check-in, but with 
two people behind the counter, I 
was in the waiting room in about 
five minutes. After a quick call to 
my boss and just a couple of pag- 
es into a New Yorker article, I was 
in the examination room, where a 
nurse took my vitals and asked the 
usual questions. Less than another 


page into that article, and NP Em- 
ily Lambert gave a polite knock on 
the door. No appointment and being 
seen in less than 30 minutes? Where 
has this been all my life? 

Without getting into the de- 
tails of my issue, Lambert zeroed 
in on it pretty quick. She did sug- 
gest an X-ray just to make sure, 
and I agreed — I can’t tell you how 
much I wanted this thing dealt with 
already. That was done within min- 
utes and then back to the room. So, 
I also had this other issue that need- 
ed to be addressed sooner than later 
and I thought, “while I’m here...” 
and mentioned it to Lambert, who 
seemed glad I didn’t keep it to my- 
self. 

Got that one solved, too. 

Also while I was there, it oc- 
curred to me to leave with a story. 
Lambert and Practice Manager 
Crystal Russell both graciously 
agreed to give me a couple minutes 
of their time so I could learn a little 
more about Convenient Care and in 
turn, pass it on to you. 

“We did a soft opening in July, 
very limited hours, 1 to 3 (p.m.) 


during the week to see how it would 
go,” Russell said. 

“The closing of the ER at Mary 
Lane (in Ware) was a big push for 
us to get this. The region needs an 
urgent care for the Palmer and Mon- 
son communities and surrounding 
towns. So we realized the need re- 
ally quick because the ER did get 
bogged down. And with COVID, 
it’s not helping either. Our numbers 
are really high, so it was decided in 
the spring this needed to happen. 
We started and then we went full 
seven days a week the week after 
Labor Day. And we’ve been seven 
days a week since.” 

Russell said it not only pro- 
vides another health care option in 
the area, but helps better route pa- 
tients who don’t want to wait for a 
primary care appointment, but also 
wouldn’t like a long wait at the ER. 
She also said services at the Con- 
venient Care will expand at some 
point. 

“We’re trying to keep people 
out of the ER for hours,” Russell 
said. 

“And that’s why we opened this 


year. And primary care is full also. 
So people need a place to get care 
and convenient care. The concept 
is an urgent care. But eventually, 
when the waves of the pandemic 
calm down a bit, our plan is to do 
some primary care, blood pressure 
checks, things like that.” 

Lambert, the NP who joined 
the team three months ago, was an 
ER nurse and said she likes the Con- 
venient Care format. 

“It’s going wonderfully,’ she 
said. “I really enjoy the team dy- 
namic that’s here and all of my co- 
workers have been very supportive, 
personally and professionally.” 

Like Russell, she talked about 
the concept filling a void. 

“It helps because it overlaps 
and offloads the primary care offic- 
es,” Lambert said. 

“And unfortunately, given 
this time, in primary care there is 
a shortage. So instead of patients 
waiting weeks to months to get an 
appointment, you’re able to come 
here and we can take care of you 
without having to wait so long.” 


You can make an appointment 


Cash bail set for driver 
accused of fatal hit and run 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


PALMER — The local woman charged 
with killing a man after striking him with her 
vehicle near downtown while driving under 


the influence of alcohol then leav- 
ing the scene remains in jail. 
Nicole Matanes, a Three Rivers 
resident, had her second court ap- 
pearance last week, on Dec. 9, for 
a dangerousness hearing in Palm- 
er District Court. The result of the 
hearing is that it appears Matanes 
may be spending her next birthday 
in custody at the Western Massa- 
chusetts Regional Women’s Correc- 
tional Center in Chicopee. She was 


ordered held on $100,000 cash bail 
pending a Jan. 7 pre-trial hearing. Ma- 
tanes turns 34 on Dec. 30, according to court 


records. 


On Nov. 30, at around | p.m. Joe 
Labroad, 74, was walking with his dog Sam- 
my on North Main Street near Wright Street — 
they were a familiar sight in the neighborhood 
where they both had many friends — when he 
was struck by a vehicle later identified as a 
2016 Ford Escape police said was driven by 
Matanes, who later claimed he had “jumped 
in front of her car,’ one of the responding po- 


lice officers wrote in his report. 


Police say Matanes kept driving and was 
found a short time later with her badly dam- 
aged vehicle at FitClub on Route 20 in Mon- 


She refused a breath test, police said, 
but later failed field sobriety tests. Matanes 
faces seven charges: Operation of a motor 
vehicle under the influence of liquor, second 
offense; Negligent operation of a motor vehi- 
cle; Marked lanes violation; Leaving 

the scene of an accident resulting in 
serious injury or death; Motor vehi- 
cle homicide; speeding; and inspec- 
tion sticker violation. According to 
records, the inspection sticker on 
her Ford expired on Feb. 1. Records 
show a 750 ml bottle of Blanco Tere- 
mana tequila was collected as part of 
the evidence. Her prior OUI was in 
Eastern Hampshire District accord- 
ing to records that show a conviction 
in the jurisdiction on Nov. 6, 2012. 
Most of Matanes’ social media 
posts promoted the gym, fitness prod- 
ucts and self-care. Many show her working 
out, including practicing yoga poses. Her 
last Facebook post was from inside the gym 
on Nov. 24. According to one of her profiles, 
she started a job at Smith & Wesson in 2016 
and then at FitClub in 2017. Her social me- 
dia posts indicate she is a mother and a dog 
owner. 

Funeral services for Labroad were held 
the same day as Matanes’ last hearing. He 
was a retired furniture finisher and a veteran 
who served with the U.S. Navy. According 
to his obituary, he is survived by his wife Jo- 
anne LaBroad and three children and several 
grandchildren. 


Nicole Matanes 


son, where she has been employed as general 


manager. 


Corrections 


The Journal Register will 
gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap- 
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
| acorrection, send information to 
Editor at mharrison @turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 


DEADLINE 


The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283- 
8393 by noon on Mondays. 

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 


Corrections may also be request- 
ed in writing at: Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA, 01069. 
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Bench memorializes ‘Watchdog of Spec Pond 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Editor 


WILBRAHAM -A small ceremony 
at Spec Pond on the morning of Nov. 7 
paid homage to an individual who will 
not soon be forgotten in Wilbraham. 
A bench has been dedicated to Richard 
Boynton I and placed in the center of the 
athletic complex to ensure his contribu- 
tions are recognized for years to come. 

Boynton, a longtime Wilbraham res- 
ident, passed away on June 2 just three 
days shy of his 79th birthday. A man re- 
vered for his positivity, Boynton earned a 
stellar reputation as an employee of the 
Wilbraham Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment. 

“He was what we called the ‘Watch- 
dog’ over here,” said Bryan Litz, Parks & 
Recreation Director. “I’ve been here now 
for 22 years or so. Richard is probably 
one of the first people I hired. As Spec 
Pond started to take off, he realized we 
needed a little more assistance down 
here, and Richard was one of the first 
people who came into the office.” 

Litz recalled Boynton’s sincere love 
for Spec Pond and all things Wilbraham. 
With a smile on his face, Litz remem- 
bered that it was never unusual for Boyn- 
ton to call him at 9:30 p.m. on a Saturday 
to provide an update on the complex or 
the town in general. 

Those who knew Boynton say he had 
a tendency to make everyone’s life better. 
Litz will forever miss seeing Boynton at 
work, especially on days that were more 
difficult than others. 
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(Courtesy photo) 
A bench at Spec Pond has been dedicat- 
ed to the late Richard Boynton I, paying 
tribute to his many years of service at the 
athletic complex. 


“Many a day, I’d be sitting there go- 
ing through things, struggling and getting 
ticked off because a youth sports parent 
was a little bit misguided, and all of a 
sudden, I hear a honk, look to my right, 
and guess who’s there? Richard, with a 
big smile and a big wave. It was always a 
pleasure and always brightened my day,” 
said Litz. 

Melina and Seth Bourdeau arrived at 
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Spec Pond on Sunday morning to honor 
their grandfather. 

Seth Bourdeau joked that he would 
have worn Boynton’s signature grey 
sweater, but “unfortunately, we’re clean- 
ing melted peppermints and milk bones 
out of it.” 

Melina Bourdeau thanked all those 
who attended the small gathering on Nov. 
7. She voiced great appreciation for the 
Parks and Recreation Department and 
Jered Sasen, Wilbraham’s Director of 
Veterans Services, who were implemen- 
tal in bringing the bench to Spec Pond. 

Fighting back tears, she reminded 
everyone who Boynton truly was. 

“For those of you who knew Grampy, 
he was many things to many people. He 
was a friend, a veteran, a fan of Marilyn 
Monroe, a family man and a jokester,” 
said Melina Bourdeau. “He loved mak- 
ing people smile. One of the best parts 
about him was knowing how many lives 
he touched in his very specific way. He 
would want us to share smiles, stories 
and laughter with each other here.” 

Erin Carroll, Asst. Director of the 
Parks and Recreation Department, noted 
that Boynton was one of the first people 
she met when she arrived in the depart- 
ment in 2016. For Carroll, dedicating the 
bench to Boynton at Spec Pond felt right. 

“He was just someone who always 
brought a smile to people’s faces. He 
was just kind, genuine, strong, and I wish 
more people were like him. It’s only fit- 
ting that we’re here today celebrating him 
at the complex that he loved so much,” 
said Carroll. 
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A Car, a 
cornfield and 
three wise men 


nce upon a star-lit night 
before Christmas, an 
eight-cylinder, black 


Ford station wagon hummed 
along the mountainsides of 
eastern Pennsylvania. As “Old 
Betsy” chaperoned a young 
family of four, she hugged the 
high winding curves and the 
steep valleys of the Pocono 
Mountains. And, with every 
turn and descent, presents jin- 
gled all the way. 

As in years past, leaving Western Massachusetts 
at dusk was intentional, with only a week’s Christmas 
vacation. As before, the youngsters slept (?) while 
The Hub drove “Old Betsy” straight through to Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., arriving on Christmas morning. The Mom 
watched for Interstate signs, served hot thermos-coffee 
to her dedicated driver and poured soothing hot cocoa 
with bedtime snacks for two, extra-cited, young kids. 

Every year before making the 600-mile trip, The 
Hub, prepped the car from bumper to bumper, checked 
the Northeast’s weather, stacked the suitcases, packed 
the wrapped presents, and always chose the best, safest 
routes for the 12-hour trip (pit stops always typical). 

Although the wintry Christmas and New Year’s 
weather always caused concerns, great grandparents, 
uncles, aunts and cousins made plans to gather at the 
host grandparent’s home. Only long distances separat- 
ed them. 

The car radio’s Christmas carol projected future 
days of joy: Precious memories with chattering and 
giggling cousins overriding clanging pots and pans 
before and after the Christmas gatherings. Heirloom 
desserts reigned. Living room group scenes photo- 
graphed. Yesteryear’s hilarious family times remi- 
nisced. Gifts unwrapped and welcomed. 

Then. The. Unexpected... 

In zero-hovering temperatures, amid rural, 
dark, farmlands “Old Betsy” began losing it. 

“Car headlights keep dimming,” The Hub whis- 
pered 

Dashboard warning lights blinked as “Old Bet- 
sy” struggled to light the road ahead and keep her 
family safe. 

“LOOK! There’s an OPEN gas station!” 

Within minutes the wood-paneled station wag- 
on sputtered off the Interstate jerking to a stop. Hear- 
ing unusual, late-night clatter, two attendants sprang 
to their feet to see what was the matter. They lifted 
the hood and spotlighted the issue (and the Mom of 
her brood had to grab a tissue).Then, all three wise 
men agreed in one accord-that an alternator was 
needed. 

OH, GOOD LORD, HELP US! 

The gas station had a two-bay garage and a 
warm office. Two sleepy kids and a Mom curled up 
in blankets on spindle-back chairs. Then miracle 
words that every stress-filled, stranded, car-alterna- 
tor-deprived driver wants to hear: “I may have the 
SAME make and model Ford wagon over in my corn 
field,” offered one mechanic. 

“Grab flashlights! Tools! Let’s find that car!” 
agreed the other mechanic. 

On that frigid Christmas eve, three seekers rid- 
ing in a tow truck, drove over snow-laden corn fields 
looking for an obscure car with one working engine 
part. 

Amazingly, the three wise men found, 
spot-lighted and wrestled-tooled out, an old Ford’s 
alternator! Soon, they arrived — bearing a sec- 
ond-hand treasure! After installing it, everyone lis- 
tened with exceeding GREAT JOY! 

“Old Betsy” hummed as good as ever! 

As the headlights on “Old Betsy” beamed with 
gratitude, her warmth embraced her family. 

Yet, more unexpected generosity. 

Even after hours spent diagnosing, grabbing 
tools, driving and searching for a retired station wag- 
on, taking out its alternator, driving and installing it 
— both mechanics worked and gave that car part to 
the young family at NO COST! Instead, they gave 
heartfelt well-wishes and blessings for a safe trip and 
Christmas Day arrival. 

May we be wise and generous with what we 
have and what we hold. 
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The fruit in your fruitcake 


actually have the urge to IN THE Mexico and California. About 
make a fruitcake. Maybe I GARDEN half of the world’s supply of 
am nostalgic for the Christ- raisins, and nearly all of those 


mases of my youth, visiting 
all of my aunts and uncles the 
week after the holiday. We’d 
go house to house, enjoying 
appetizers and candy bowls, 
sweat treats and good conver- 
sation. Occasionally Mom and 
Dad would be gifted with one 


ban) uti 
Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 


grown in the U.S., now come 
from an area in the San Joaquin 
Valley of California. Reported- 
ly, a heat wave was to thank for 
this very profitable enterprise. 
It was 1873, and one ingenious 
grape farmer took his grapes, 
dried right on the vine, to a San 


of those booze-laden, overly 

sweet bricks from an aunt who 
followed my Scotch-Irish grandmother’s 
recipe to the T. This recipe differed con- 
siderably from my mom’s version of the 
original, which was not laden with afore- 
mentioned alcohol and had very sticky 
bright green and red fruit in it. In Grand- 
ma’s recipe the fruit was simple: dates 
and raisins. 

Dates thrive in a climate that has 
high temperatures, low humidity, and 
deep soil. The Middle East produces 
three-quarters of the world’s date crop 
with Iraq as the lead producer. Califor- 
nia’s Coachella Valley is responsible for 
growing large numbers of dates for our 
country. Medjool is the most common 
variety grown in the U.S. They are large 
in size, quite soft and very sweet. Five or 
six dates yield a whopping 29 grams of 
sugar per serving. 

The date palm tree can reach 100 
feet tall. Dates are borne in clusters of 
up to 200, with each cluster weighing 20 
pounds. With as many as 15 bunches of 
fruit per tree, 300 pounds of dates can 
come from a single tree at harvest time! 

When choosing dates for your fruit- 
cake, or any other recipe, select those 
that are firm, but not hard. Dates that 
are overly shriveled or cracked should be 
avoided, as should those that have crys- 
tallized into sugar. Dates will last up to a 
year in the fridge and even longer if fro- 
zen. Make certain that they are packed in 
an airtight container away from strong 
smelling foods as they readily absorb 
odors. Make slicing sticky dates easy by 
prefreezing them first. Rehydrate dates 
that are too dry with a quick soak in 
warm water. 

Raisins are unique in their name. 
Most fruits retain the same name wheth- 
er fresh or dry. Not so with the raisin. In 
its fresh form it is a grape. Grapes are 
dried into raisins either by the heat of 
the sun or use of an oven. The raisin has 
a long and rich history. Produced over 
4,000 years ago in Persia and Egypt, the 
raisin was mentioned in the Old Testa- 
ment. The ancient Romans even used 
them for currency and as prizes in sport- 
ing tournaments. By the 18th century, 
Spanish missionaries brought raisins to 


Francisco grocer. This delica- 
cy, the raisin, caught on. 

Raisins should still be soft when 
purchased. Pass up on those that rattle in 
the container when shaken. Like dates, 
they will store well in the fridge or freez- 
er if kept in an airtight container, and 
can be soaked ahead of time if too dry. 
Clumps of raisins can be separated easily 
by heating them a 300-degree oven for a 
few minutes. 

In case you’d like to rediscover 
fruitcake this Christmas, here’s Grandma 
McQuaid’s recipe: 

1 cup seedless raisins 

1 cup chopped dates 

1 and one-half cup sugar 

2 cups boiling water 

5 tbsp. shortening 

3 cups flour 

1 tsp. baking soda 

2 tsp, cinnamon 

One-half tsp cloves 

1 tsp salt 

1 cup chopped walnuts 

Combine raisins, dates, sugar, water 
and shortening in a pan and simmer gen- 
tly for 20 minutes. Cool. Sift remaining 
dry ingredients together and stir into the 
cooled mixture, adding nuts last. Bake in 
a loaf pan for one and one-quarter hours 
at 325 degrees. 

According to Aunt Barbara, Grand- 
ma would bake the fruitcake at Thanks- 
giving and let it cure for a month prior 
to eating. She would wrap the loaf in li- 
quor soaked cheesecloth, refreshing the 
cloth weekly. The rum, brandy or even 
whisky would mellow out some of the 
sweetness, no doubt adding some weight 
and longevity to the brick, oops, I mean 
fruitcake. 

The poor fruitcake; object of so 
many jokes, but intertwined with won- 
derful memories as well. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
ject line. 


SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


How Do I Apply for Social Security Benefits? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I would like 
some advice concerning Social 
Security. In January I will be 
62.5 years old. I was laid off 
two years ago and have not had 
a steady income since (though I 
still have bills to pay). I also did 
not qualify for unemployment. 
Therefore, what little I had for 
“retirement” is now gone. For 
this reason, I have been serious- 
ly considering applying for So- 
cial Security as soon as I’m able. 
I remember reading something 
that said I should begin the “pa- 
perwork” three months ahead of 
time. I’d like to begin that pro- 
cess, but don’t know where to 
begin. Could you guide me to 
the right place? Signed: Ready 
to Claim Benefits 

Dear Ready to Claim: 
Sorry to hear of your loss of 
employment and your current 
financial struggle, but the So- 


cial Security benefits you earned 
from a lifetime of working are 
there for you. Here’s what you 
need to know about applying for 
Social Security: 

Since you are already 62 
years of age, you can apply for 
your Social Security at any time 
now. The process is fairly sim- 
ple, especially if you apply on- 
line, which you can do atwww. 
ssa.gov. Just click on the “Re- 
tirement” icon and you'll see a 
link to the online application. 
You simply fill out the applica- 
tion, save it if you need more 
time to work on it, and later 
when you’re done submit it on- 
line to Social Security. Before 
you do that, however, you'll 
need to create your personal “my 
Social Security” online account, 
which is easy to do at www.ssa. 
gov/myaccount. Once you have 
your online account set up you 
can fill out and submit the on- 
line application. Of course, you 
can also apply via telephone by 


calling either the national So- 
cial Security service center at 
1.800.772.1213 or your local 
Social Security office to make an 
appointment to apply but apply- 
ing online at www.ssa.govis by 
far the most efficient way. 

You can apply for your So- 
cial Security benefits up to four 
months before the month you 
wish your payments to start. 
On the application you will tell 
them which month you want 
your benefits to begin so you can 
apply before you want to start 
benefits. Since you’re applying 
before your full retirement age 
of 66 years and 10 months, there 
are a couple of things to keep in 
mind: 

¢ By claiming at age 62 % 
your benefit amount will be per- 
manently reduced by about 29%. 
You only get your full benefits if 
you wait to claim until your full 
retirement age (FRA) which for 
you is 66 years and 10 months; 
claiming any earlier means a 


permanently reduced benefit. 

¢ If you claim before your 
FRA and you return to work, 
you'll be subject to an “earnings 
test” which limits how much you 
can earn from working while 
collecting early SS benefits. The 
2022 earnings limit is $19,560 
and if that is exceeded SS will 
take back $1 for every $2 you 
are over the limit (half of what 
you exceed the limit by). The 
earnings limit will apply until 
you reach your full retirement 
age, and the allowable earnings 
are more in the year you reach 
FRA. 

Applying online for Social 
Security benefits is a reasonably 
easy process, and if you have 
even moderate computer skills 
you shouldn’t be intimidated 
by the thought. But if you are, 
simply call Social Security and 
request an appointment to apply. 
They will walk you through the 
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Letters to the Editor 


Palmer Food Share 
appreciates you 


I would like to thank all the businesses, individu- 
als and volunteers that contribute to making the Palmer 
Food Share so successful. 

These selfless acts of fund raising, donating finan- 
cially and giving of your time positively affect the lives 
of all in our community. 

Everyone that donates is making a difference...one 
person at a time. It really does take a village. 

Your hard work, dedication, compassion and car- 
ing will be remembered. Our hearts are grateful to ev- 
eryone. You have our unending appreciation for the acts 
of service you choose to do each and everyday. 

I would like to thank all of the businesses that are 
always lending a hand throughout the year. Collecting 
food at your place of business, fund raising, donating 
financially and giving of your time. 

We would also like to thank the many individuals 
that donate weekly and monthly. Many individuals do- 
nate anonymously, thank you. 

Lastly, I would like to thank all the volunteers that 
tirelessly give their time week after week. Most of these 
volunteers have been volunteering here for 20-plus 
years and we run with 40 volunteers. That is a lot of 
person power. 

Thank you. 

Catherine Plouffe 
Palmer Food Share 


To stay competitive, 
U.S. should focus on 


fundamentals 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


The United States emerged in the 20th century as 
the world’s most powerful and competitive nation. Our 
economy, our technology and our political system be- 
came the envy of all others. But in recent years, many 
observers have claimed that America is losing its edge. 

What do we need to do to strengthen our competi- 
tive position in the global economy? We need to focus 
on the basics. Our competitiveness depends on the fun- 
damentals. 

First, we need to support the talent and skills of 
our people, their productivity and their ability to inno- 
vate. Second, we need to strengthen our infrastructure: 
not only roads, bridges and transit but the “soft infra- 
structure” of education, the tax system and health care. 
Finally, we need to bolster the stability and credibility 
of our institutions. America’s deep political divisions 
and growing economic inequality weaken our ability to 
compete. 

We are deeply attached to the idea of the United 
States as a global leader and the world’s “indispensable 
nation.” But while our economy is the world’s largest, 
that doesn’t make it the most competitive. China pres- 
ents formidable challenges, while nations in Europe 
and Asia are among the most innovative. 

An annual competitiveness index from the World 
Economic Forum placed the U.S. at No. 1 in 2018, but 
it fell to second the following year, surpassed by Sin- 
gapore. (There was no rating in 2020). Another com- 
petitiveness rating, from the Institute of Management 
Development in Switzerland, dropped the U.S. to No. 
10 last year; the IMD said America’s trade war with 
China had hurt both countries. 

America has not done all we can to develop the 
talent and skills that we need to compete. We have ex- 
cellent universities, but access to higher education can 
be challenging, and many young people struggle with 
overwhelming student debt. Kindergarten through 12"- 
grade education is dramatically unequal, with uneven 
local and state funding. Strengthening education, at all 
levels, will make us more competitive. 

We can make meaningful gains by reforming our 
immigration system to prioritize the skills that employ- 
ers need. Immigration reform has been stalled for years 
by partisan divisions in government, however. 

In the area of infrastructure, federal legislation 
approved this fall will provide a welcome infusion of 
funding for roads, bridges, broadband service, and wa- 
ter and energy systems. But other forms of infrastruc- 
ture also matter. We spend more on health care than any 
other country, for example, but our health outcomes are 
mediocre, and many people still lack access to afford- 
able care. A recent study found Americans had a stag- 
gering $140 billion in unpaid medical debt. 

We can boast of the best universities, research cen- 
ters and entrepreneurs, but we rank 10th for research 
and development spending as a percentage of GDP, ac- 
cording to the Commerce Department. China is grow- 
ing its R&D spending three times as fast as we are. 

Our dynamic capitalist economy creates enormous 
wealth, but the rising tide hasn’t lifted all boats. Income 
inequality is a serious problem, and many Americans 
struggle to pay for housing, child care and other neces- 
sities. All this makes us less competitive as a nation. 

Finally, we’re going to have a hard time fixing 
these problems if we can’t repair our dysfunctional 
and deeply polarized politics. When elected officials 
put their partisan interests ahead of the public interest, 
when Republicans and Democrats can’t have produc- 
tive debate, it’s hard to get anything done. 

America is still, unquestionably, the world’s 
wealthiest and most powerful nation. By many mea- 
sures, we are the most successful, but there’s no guar- 
antee we will remain on top. We’ve got a lot of work to 
do to stay competitive. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International Studies; and a Professor of 
Practice at the IU O’Neill School of Public and Envi- 
ronmental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives for 34 years. 


Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register wel- 
comes readers to participate in this 
year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 
words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to 
The Journal Register, care of Turley 
Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 
or emailed to mbharrison@turley. 
com. Please include a daytime tele- 
phone number for verification pur- 
poses (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday 
to be considered for that Thursday's 
newspaper. No attack letters will be 
printed. No letters written by candi- 
dates supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of let- 
ters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the 
letters become repetitive, the news- 
paper reserves the right to print a 
representative sample. No endorse- 
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call 
editor Michael Harrison at 413-283- 
8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413- 
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 
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HOLLAND COMMUNITY CENTER 


HCC offers STEM 
All new programs, events for December  gcholarshi 


scholarships for 


HOLLAND — The Holland Com- 
munity Center at 40 Brimfield Road of- 
fers fun, educational, and life-enriching 
activities for all ages. 


Among the upcoming events, mark 
your calendars for the New Year’s Eve- 
themed Pizza Party at noon Dec. 29. Cel- 
ebrate the end of 2021 with us for lunch 
and stay for the music at | pm. RSVP 
required for the meal. $3 per Holland 
Senior, $5 for the general public. 


What’s new? The Garden Club is 
back and meets in the craft room the first 
Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m. 

There are nutritious, homemade 
meals as well. Here’s a look at what’s 
going on this month: 


Dec. 21: Tri Town Carousel Memo- 
ry Café. Join us in Wales for wood burn- 
ing. If you already wood burn, join us 
with the piece you are working on. If you 
have never done wood burning, join us 
to start your own project (small wooden 
box) please RSVP to ensure enough sup- 
plies for everyone. Call the Wales Center 
with any questions at 413-245-9683 

Dec. 29: Singer/guitarist Dezi Star 
makes her debut at the Center. 


is a paid position. However, we will not 
be opposed to having a volunteer come 
in. If you are interested in the position. 
Please contact Brenda at 413-245-3163 
or send your resume and cover letter to 
CommunityCenter@hollandma.org. 


Special December events: 
12/20 Don’t Want Swap | p.m. 
12/22 Noah Lis 1 p.m. 

12/27 Bingo 1 p.m. 
12/29 Desiree Star | p.m. 


Hungry? 

You can dine-in or take out meals 
on Mondays and Wednesdays. Take out 
Pick up is 11:45 a.m.-noon. Dine-in is 
at noon. A $3 donation RSVP required. 
Due to a wonderful donation from the 
Holland Council on Aging, any Holland 
senior resident will be able to get their 
lunch for a $3 suggested donation. * 

For a $5 suggested donation you 
will get the entrée, a side and dessert. 

All ages are welcome to order. 


December’s Menu 
Dec. 20 —Chefs Salads 
Dec. 22 — Roast Beef Dinner 
Dec. 27— Ham & Cheese Sandwich 
w/ Soup 


ING: Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.- Bring your 
favorite project and visit with other craft- 
ers each week. 

DOMINOES: Tuesdays at 10:30 
a.m. — Join us every Tuesday for domi- 
noes. We use colored, numbered pieces 
instead of dots, which helps if you have 
less than perfect eyesight. The game is 
pretty simple and lots of fun. We already 
have a few new players and they’re hav- 
ing a good time. RSVP encouraged but 
walk-ins allowed. Everyone is invited 
and it’s FREE. 

MIX IT UP WITH DEBBIE: 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. The class consists 
of core and body conditioning. Includes 
cardio, strength training, and stretching. 
Plus its lots of fun. Bring yoga mat and 
flat fitness band if you have it. RSVP is 
required. $5 per person ($3 for seniors). 

YOGA: Wednesdays at 5 p.m. — 
Take time out for you. The holidays are 
coming and self-care is very important. 
Come to the Center for an hour of relax- 
ation and self-care. 

Have fun and take information home 
today that you can use tomorrow! 


Every Monday 
Mah Jongg — 10:15 a.m. 
Take out Lunch — 11:45 a.m. 


Mix it Up - 10 a.m. 

Take out Lunch — 11:45 a.m. 
Lunch — noon 

Mah Jongg — | p.m. 

Every Thursday 

Food Drive — 11 a.m. 
Cribbage — 12:15 p.m. 

Pitch —5 p.m. 

Yoga — 6 p.m. 


Wait, there’s more! 

Helping Wales Community Pantry 

We are still collecting food for the 
Wales Community Pantry. The Pantry 
serves the residents of Holland, Wales, 
and Brimfield. They need peanut butter, 
jelly, Spa.m., cereal, and other nonper- 
ishable goods. You can drop off food 
anytime or day the Center is open. Mone- 
tary Donations can be made out to Wales 
Community Pantry. Monetary Donations 
help the Pantry to order fresh meats and 
produce. 


Need pet food? 

Here Today, Adopted Tomorrow has 
been very generous helping the residents 
of Holland and other towns by bringing 
dog and cat food here each week. If you 
need some for your animals, please stop 
by any time we are open. 


spring semester 


HOLYOKE -— Students enrolled full time in 
mathematics, 
physics or other STEM fields at Holyoke Commu- 
nity College may qualify for a National Science 
Foundation scholarship of up to $10,000 a year to- 


chemistry, biology, engineering, 


ward tuition and fees. 


Through HCC, the National Science Founda- 
tion Scholarship offers on average $6,500 per year 
to qualified full-time students and prorated amounts 


for part-time students. 


New and current HCC students are encouraged 
to apply. The application deadline for the spring 


2022 semester is Jan. 7, 2022. 


Students chosen for the NSF scholarship be- 
come members of HCC’s STEM Scholars 2.0 Pro- 
gram, also known as SCoRE (STEM Cohorts for 
Research & Engagement). STEM Scholars are ex- 
pected to maintain enrollment in a STEM program, 
be in good academic standing, complete an associ- 
ate degree at HCC and/or transfer to an accredited 
STEM degree program at a four-year institution. 
The scholarships are renewable every year students 


continue to meet the eligibility criteria. 


Beside the financial awards, STEM Scholars 
become part of a learning community that fosters 
a sense of belonging and academic success, and in- 
cludes mentoring, research and honors experiences; 


community service and internships. 


Eligibility guidelines for the National Science 
Foundation Scholarship in STEM can be viewed 
at hcc.edu/stem-scholarship. STEM disciplines in- 
clude biological sciences, physical sciences, math, 
computer and information services, geosciences, 
and engineering. 

The program is led by HCC math professor 
Ileana Vasu, coordinator of the STEM Scholars 
program. She can be reached at ivasu@hcc.edu or 
413-552-2438. 


Wed Dec 29 — Pizza Party (RSVP) 
*Please have exact change if possi- 
ble 


Lunch — noon 

Texas Hold’em — 4:30 p.m. 
Every Tuesday 

Crafters Social — 10:30 a.m. 
Dominoes — 10:30 a.m. 
Every Wednesday 


For more information, call the Hol- 
land Community Center at 413-245- 
3163, visit on Facebook or go to town. 
holland.ma.us/community-center. 


Help wanted: 

Holland Community Center is look- 
ing for a temporary Kitchen Manager 
while our current one is taking a leave of 
absence for the month of January. This 


Program highlights 
CRAFTER’S SOCIAL & QUILT- 


What you need to know about COVID-19 


booster shots 


SPRINGFIELD - If you haven’t received 
your COVID-19 booster shot yet, now is the 
time. 

There are many reasons to support get- 
ting a booster shot or your initial vaccina- 
tion if you haven’t already done so, said Dr. 
Armando Paez, chief, Infectious Diseases at 
Baystate Health. 

“The emergence of the new Omicron 
variant, which is now in Massachusetts and 
several states, is an important reason why 
everyone eligible should be fully vaccinated 
with their booster shot. While at this time we 
do not know for sure how effective the current 
vaccines are against the new variant, includ- 
ing its transmissibility and potency, scientists 
are optimistic that current vaccines will offer 
some level of protection against Omicron,” 
said Paez. 

“We also know that while the COVID-19 
vaccines remain effective against severe dis- 
ease and hospitalization, new data shows that 
similar to some other vaccines such as for tet- 
anus, their effectiveness wanes over time re- 
quiring a booster shot. This is especially true 
for people age 65 and older and for individ- 
uals with weak immune systems,” he added. 

For those who remain unvaccinated, Paez 
said to consider getting the shot as not only a 
gift to yourself, but to the greater community. 

“We know that the vaccine is safe and ef- 
fective and that is the plain and simple truth. 
Do not believe the many myths and misin- 
formation you may hear being perpetuated 
by some media outlets and on social media, 
which may be shared with you by friends or 
relatives who believe they are hearing them 
from a credible source,” said Paez. 

“This is a very contagious and potential- 
ly deadly virus and you will not only be pro- 
tecting yourself from becoming seriously ill 
or dying, but those around you as well. Most 


The Journal Register 


importantly, your choice to be vaccinated will 
help put an end to the pandemic by keeping it 
from spreading and even worse, breeding to 
a variant that is even more transmissible and 
resistant to current vaccines,” he added. 

Paez and the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention offer the following answers to 
your COVID-19 booster questions: 

Q: When do I need to get my booster and 
why should I get it sooner than later? 

A: If you received the Pfizer-BioNTech 
or Moderna vaccines, you should get your 
booster at least six months after completing 
your primary COVID-19 vaccination series. 
If you received the Johnson & Johnson vac- 
cine, you need only wait two months after 
getting your primary COVID-19 vaccination. 

Q: Do I need to get the same COVID-19 
booster as my original vaccination? 

A: No, you can mix and match. A recent 
study suggests “mix and match” (heterolo- 
gous boosting) can lead to a higher level of 
antibody response. 

Q: Will I be getting the same dose as my 
original vaccination? 

A: The booster shots are the same for- 
mulation as the current COVID-19 vaccines, 
with the exception of the Moderna vaccine 
booster which is half of the original dose. 

Q: What if I never got my second dose? 

A: If you have received Johnson & John- 
son, a second dose will be considered your 
booster dose (given after two months). How- 
ever, if you have not received the second dose 
of the primary series of the Moderna or Pfiz- 
er-Biontech vaccine, you should get this at the 
recommended schedule such as three weeks 
(Pfizer-Biontech) and four weeks (Moderna) 
or as soon as possible if you are past the rec- 
ommended date. 

Q: Will I experience any side effects from 
my booster shot? 


A: Some adults may have minor side ef- 
fects, but most people will not experience any 
discomfort as a result of the booster. Common 
side effects include pain, redness and swell- 
ing on the arm where you received your shot. 
You may also experience tiredness, headache, 
muscle pain, chills, fever and nausea, which 
should go away in a few days or less. You can 
reduce pain and discomfort where the shot is 
given by applying a clean, cool, wet wash- 
cloth to the area. Also, do not favor your arm, 
instead use or exercise it. You can also take 
over-the-counter medications such as ibupro- 
fen, acetaminophen, aspirin or antihistamines 
to reduce your discomfort, as well as drink 
plenty of fluids. 

Q: I’ve heard some people say they take 
over-the-counter medications such as Tylenol 
or Advil just before receiving their booster in 
order to prevent side effects, while others say 
not to. 

A: It is not recommended to take anti-fe- 
ver or anti-inflammatory medications, such as 
Tylenol or Advil, beforehand because based 
on other vaccine studies, it can potentially 
lead to lessen your immune response from the 
vaccine. However, you can take these after the 
vaccination to manage symptoms. 

Q: What is causing a lower effectiveness 
of the vaccines requiring a booster shot? 

A: It is a known fact that immunity to 
infection can wane over time. A booster shot 
will stimulate and remind the immune system 
to prepare for infection. 

Q: What will happen if I decide not to get 
my booster? 

A: You will run the risk of getting rein- 
fected, which may have been preventable. 

For more information on Baystate Health 
and the coronavirus, visit baystatehealth.org. 


WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, 
CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS FRESH PORK & RED MEAT ROASTS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS! 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
I from page 4 


application process. 

This article is in- 
tended for information 
purposes only and does 
not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and ac- 
credited by the National 
Social Security Asso- 
ciation. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Admin- 
istration or any other 
governmental entity. To 
submit a question, vis- 
it amacfoundation.org/ 
programs/social-secu- 
rity-advisory or email 
ssadvisor @ amacfoun- 
dation.org. 


Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor 
at AMAC. 


( Came Celebrate the . Joy of Qtisinas! 


-l 
CUWMCES 
Friday, 


December 24th 
Candlelight Service of Lessons 


and Carols will be at 11:00 p.m. 


Traditional and Contemporary Music 
by the Chancel Choir, 
Handbell Choir and Congregation 


Holy Communion will be offered to everyone, 


including children. Everyone is welcome. 


Second Congregational Church 


1080 Pleasant Street, Palmer 
www.secondchurchpalmer.org 


Our large parking lot is available, and the building is completely 
| wheelchair accessible. The elevator entrance faces the parking lot. | 


Ye 


RICHARD R. GREEN 
—— Insurance Agenqy, Inc.— 


e AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ BUSINESS ¢ LIFE 


¢ Great Locations ® Free registry service 
* Quotes gladly given © We make housecalls 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


CROWN ROAST 
OF PORK NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED soos 
USDA INSP. FRESH STOREMADE 
HOLIDAY ROAST 

BONELESS PORKLOIN : 


HAM, CHEESE, PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES 
USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SHOULDER PICNIC 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


TURKEY 
BREAST 5-718 suse? fl OD 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


CAPON sccccccscesceressestseee a 
DUCK seccesssssrsssssssssssssessssssse 25 
GOOSE sesserssrssssssssessessse a 


USDA INSP. l|QF FROZEN 

PARTY CUT . 
CHICKEN WINGS 4.5 eacisn 
USDA INSP. l|QF HUMMEL BROS. 
KIELBASA 

FOR CHRISTMAS 20 ozssnsnene? 


USDA INSP. |QF FROZEN 


COOKED SHRIMP 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF RIB EYE FOR 
STANDING RIB ROAST 


$g59 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 
BEEF 
TENDERLOIN 


sg 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST 


$467 


Please visit our website for an auto, 
homeowners, or life insurance quotes 


Two Locations: 


offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


128 Main St. 
Monson, MA 
267-3495 


USDA INSP. HOLIDAY HAMS 


KAYEM TRIPLE M 
WHOLE SMOKED PIT HAM <3 ts 


99 
Ib 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$100, which allows 
families to publish 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


1/2 SPIRAL HAM sus 


| 49 
Ib 
USDA INSP. CURE 81 


" 6 HAM ose $472 


99 
ea 


extended death notice 


information of their 
own choice and may 


32 Somers Rd. 


include a photograph. 


es cee . in lg ES aTEH AUHEEESe 26/30 COUNT 218 re | sa 
a me AYS AMERICAN USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN . 
submitted through a LEG OF LAMB JUMBO RAW SHRIMP 


16/20 COUNT 2t3ehcmun2 td 422 


TIPU Ola) «co Avocado St. 
SALE DATES: 


Springfield 
12/16/21 - 12/22/21 TEE} LLL 


413-737-1288 
12/24/21 CLOSING 4PM BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION + SERVICE 


Gift Cards Available! 


ALSO A 
COMPLETE ess... 
LINE OF wa & 
GOURMET 
CAKES & 
DESSERTS!!! 


funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


Independent 


Fax: 413-267-3496 
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com = \#s*""" 


www.richardgreeninsurance.com 


Mon. - Wed. 8-4 © Thurs. 8-6 
Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 
www.90meat.com 


We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS 


E-mail items to mharrison@turley.com or mail to 
Calendar Editor, Journal Register, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 


01069, for receipt by Monday of week for publication. 


Editor’s note: Due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
events featured in the Journal Register, including those 
previewed in stories, briefs and on the calendar page, 
may be canceled with little notice. The Journal Register 
encourages readers to contact event coordinators and or- 
ganizers for updated event times. Have an event to pro- 
mote? Email the information (in a Word doc or as email 
text —no PDFs, please — to mharrison@turley.com. 


NOW 


CANDLELIGHT SERVICE: All are welcome to 
the annual holiday candlelight service at the Unitarian 
Universalist Parish of Monson at 6:30 P.M. on Sunday, 
December 19. led by the Rev. John Psator, followed by 
potluck dinner. 


GINGERBREAD HOUSE WORKSHOP: Gin- 
gerbread house season is here! Take home a kit from 
the Palmer Library and build your own sugary shack! 
Kits include graham crackers, assorted candy, icing 
packets, instructions, and a cardboard base. This is for 
all ages. Kits MUST be picked up promptly, as they 
contain food items. Curbside pickup. You will be noti- 
fied when kits are ready. Register at palmerlibrary.org 
or call 413-283-3330. 


BAKE SALE: The Friends of the Monson Free Li- 
brary will be holding a bake sale at the library, 2 High 
Street, Monson, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 21. 
Members of the Friends will be baking holiday good- 
ies, including pies, cookies, breads, fudge, and many 
other tasty items. In addition, knitted hats, mittens, and 
scarves will be for sale. Proceeds from the bake sale 
will be used to support library programs, story hours, 
and museum passes. 


SOON 


CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS IN STORY AND 
SONG: First Church of Monson at 5 High Street invites 
everyone to join with them to Celebrate Christmas in 
story and song. Led by the First Church Music Com- 
mittee, the 10 a.m. service on Sunday, Dec. 26, will 
feature the telling of the stories of several Christmas 
carols, the reading of poetry, and the singing of season- 
al favorites. After the service, light refreshments will be 
served in fellowship hall. 
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PROM 


from page 1 


“T think it’s cool to see everybody at 
their best, dressing up and looking nice. 
Everything’s kind of going so fast that 
it hasn’t really clicked in my mind that 
my senior prom is going on right now. I 
graduate in a few short months, it hasn’t 
really clicked in my mind yet, but I’m 
excited to see what the future holds.” 

Palmer High senior Nathalie Orella- 
na was also excited to have shared this 
special moment with her date, Nicolai 


Robbins. 

“T was nervous, but very excited be- 
cause we weren’t supposed to have this 
prom, but they graciously gave us one,” 
Orellana said. 

“T’m very proud to be a Palmer High 
Panther.” 


Students who attended include: 
Emily King and Riley Williams 
Aiden Valley and Brianna Roberts 
Chloe Coyle and Ryan Desantis 
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Andrew Martin and Caera Duffy 
Anthony Ukrainets and Ava Denault 
Nathalie Orellana and Nicolai Robbins 
Bobby Burke and Madalyn Theriault 
Alannah Wood and Vincent Lamadeleine 
Hayler Kelleher 

Tanner Theoclis and Grace Johnson 
Ethan Tremblay and Emily Lebel 
Grace Dustin and Stephen Ventura 
Michael Bachand and Abby Gaudreau 
Roman Cardenales and Morgan Peritz 
Mia Murray and Kike Ziemba 


Nick Paul and Miranda Sandoval 
Jordan Bryant and Nick Lafrennie 
Nick Nickerson and Lucy Sklarski 
Caitlin Lebel and Aiden Van Oostveen 
Bianca Wood and Ethan Beauchemin 
Brady Stahelski and Abby Rathbone 
Brook Naeau, Morgan Stamm, Derrick 
Smola and Gabriel Banas 

Joey Freniere and Paige Williams 
Grace Burke and Jack Letendre 
Ashley Placanico and Jon Ryan 

Luke Kwasniewski and Vanessa Baer 


Unitarian Universalist 
Parish of Monson 


Finance Board 
members needed 


TESTS 


use the tests regardless of vaccination status 


from page 1 


177 Main St, Monson 
or whether or not they have symptoms. 


CDC last week issued guidance on self- 
tests like the iHealth tests, with information 
on when to consider self-testing, how to com- 
plete the tests, and how to react to a positive 
or negative result. 

For detailed information on testing, visit 
mass.gov/gettested. 


Do you possess financial expertise? If so, the 
town of Holland Finance Board invites you to join 
the team. 

The Finance Board is actively recruiting for 
two full members and one associate member. 

If interested, send an email to financeboard @ 
hollandma.org or contact the Town Moderator. 


Sunday Services at 10 a.m. led by guest ministers and 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 


church members, followed by coffee and fellowship. 

As the Rev. Kathleen McTigue said, “If you hunger for spir- 
ituality without dogma...If you long to put yourself to work heal- 
ing a suffering world...If you want a faith community that helps 
you deepen into life’s questions...even when there are no final 
answers...Unitarian Universalism may be your religious home.” 


What should you look for in your 
loved ones this holiday season? 


Is their home environment well-maintained? 
Do you see any unopened mail or unpaid bills? 
How is their balance and mobility? 

Do you notice any weight loss? 

Are they experiencing loneliness? 


Are they taking their medications? 


If you notice these changes let Cedarbrook Village 
at Ware be your solution! We provide Independent 
Living, Assisted Living, and Memory Care. 


413-758-5377 


cedarbrookvillage.com 


Cedarbrook © Village 


at Ware 


73 South Street 
Ware, MA 01082 
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BASKETBALL 


Palmer falls to Frontier in season opener 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


PALMER—Playing in front of a 
large home crowd for the first time in 
almost two years, the members of the 
Palmer boys’ varsity basketball team 
were hoping to celebrate a win against 
the Frontier Regional Red Hawks in 
the season opener. 

The Panthers held a one-point lead 
at the end of the first quarter, but the 
Red Hawks pulled away during the 
next two quarters en route to a 65-46 
nonleague victory, last Thursday night. 

“We just need to rebound the ball 
a little bit better, and we need to play 
a little bit better defensively than we 
did in tonight’s game. We also need to 
make a few more shots,” said first-year 
Palmer head coach Nate Conner. “You 
never want to lose your first game of 
the season by 21 points, and I'll take 
the blame for this loss. We’ll make a 
couple of adjustments before our next 
game.” 

Even though it wasn’t the result 
the Panthers players or their fans were 
looking for, it should help them a little 
bit in the MIAA power rankings. Un- 
der the new alignment plan, the Pan- 
thers are currently a Division 5 team 
and the Red Hawks are a Division 4 
team. The top 32 ranked teams in each 
Division automatically qualifies for 
the statewide tournament. The other 
teams, who finished the regular season 
with a .500 or better record, will also 
compete in the postseason tournament. 

The two basketball teams didn’t 
face each other on the hardwood a year 
ago, but the Panthers did beat the Red 
Hawks, 56-47, at the start of the 2019- 
20 campaign. 

Last Thursday’s contest wasn’t 
the first athletic event of the 2021- 
22 school year between the two high 
schools. 

Back in the middle of Septem- 
ber, the Palmer football team defeat- 
ed Frontier, 25-6 at Legion Field. The 
Lady Panthers varsity soccer team 
played a scoreless tie against the Red 
Hawks during the regular season. A 
couple of weeks later, the Lady Pan- 
thers advanced into the Western Mass. 
Class C championship match follow- 
ing 3-0 semifinal victory over the Red 
Hawks, which was also played at Le- 
gion Field. 
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sports@turley.com & @turleysports 


fF acebook.com/turleysports 


SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


ye: 
Ziemba gets 
angled up after his 

lay-up. 


ed <a, 


Photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com 


ICE HOCKEY 


Tigers, Hurricanes battle to draw 


Yuuki Ishida enters the offensive zone. 


Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 


AMHERST - Last 
Friday night, Amherst and 
South Hadley played their 
season opening game at the 
Mullins Center practice rink. 
Though Amherst notched an 
early goal, South Hadley had 
was able to come back later 
in the game and picked up 
the tie. South Hadley only 
had a brief season due to 
the pandemic concerns last 
year while Amherst played 
the entire abbreviated winter 
season. Amherst hockey fea- 
tures Palmer’s Nicholas Paul 
and Joe Freniere, though 
neither were dressed for the 


Joshua Goodhind gets a backhand. 


game against South Hadley. 


Liam Flynn makes his way up the ice. 


BASKETBALL 
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Cordelia Hageman makes a pass. 


Pioneers start 
regular season 


SPRINGFIELD - 
Last Thursday night, 
the Pathfinder Regional 
High School girls bas- 
ketball team opened 
up the regular season 
against the Pioneer Val- 
ley Christian Acade- 
my. Scoring was sparse 
early on, but Pathfinder 
was able to notch a few 
points closer to halftime 
to take a slim lead. The 
final score of the game 
was not made available 
as of press time. 


ICE HOCKEY 


College: Kowal scores 
first collegiate goal 


WORCESTER -— Senior Pe- 
ter Laviolette (Nashville, Tenn.) 
netted a goal and an assist to lead 
Plymouth State to a 4-1 Massa- 
chusetts State Collegiate Athletic 
Conference men’s ice hockey vic- 
tory over Worcester State Satur- 
day evening at the Worcester Ice 
Center. 

After the teams played a 
scoreless first period, the visiting 
Panthers (4-1-1, 2-0-1 MASCAC) 
struck for a pair of tallies in a 4:30 
span midway through the sec- 
ond stanza. Sophomore Jerom- 
ey Rancourt (Lewiston, Maine) 
opened the scoring with a short- 
handed marker at the 10:13 mark 
that was set up by Laviolette, 
who extended that margin with a 
goal that came with 5:17 to play 
in the frame. The host Lancers 
(3-5, 2-2 MASCAC), who saw 


their three-game winning streak 
come to an end, sliced the deficit 
in half on freshman Matt Kowal’s 
(Monson, Mass.) first collegiate 
tally with 1:56 remaining in the 
period, but Plymouth State iced 
its triumph with a pair of markers 
over the final 20 minutes of action 
off the sticks of junior Colin Ste- 
vens (Concord, N.H.) and fresh- 
man Whim Stalberg (Gothenberg, 
Sweden). 

Junior Brendahn Brawley 
(Morton, Pa.) earned his second 
win of the season by stopping 16 
of 17 shots in net for the Panthers, 
while freshman Jakub Kubik (Uh- 
erske Hradiste, Czech Republic) 
made 34 saves between the pipes 
for Worcester State. 

The Lancers host Anna Maria 
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T-Birds fall in return to action 


WILKES-BARRE, Pa. — The 
Springfield Thunderbirds (14-6-2- 
0) fell to the Wilkes-Barre/Scran- 
ton Penguins (9-8-1-2) on Sunday 
afternoon inside the Mohegan Sun 
Arena at Casey Plaza by a final 
score of 6-0. 

Despite a lineup that featured 
four players making their T-Birds’ 
season debuts, Springfield came 
out with plenty of energy in the 
opening 20 minutes, putting 13 
shots onto the net of Penguins 
rookie netminder Matt Jurusik, 
who was making his AHL debut. 
Unfortunately for the T-Birds, Ju- 
rusik kept the door shut to keep a 
zero on the board. 

The Thunderbirds had the 
only power play of the first period, 
but Wilkes-Barre/Scranton instead 
picked up its first shorthanded goal 
of the season at 8:39 to jump to the 


lead. Captain Taylor Fedun moved 
up on his backhand on the left-wing 
side and pushed an attempt onto the 
net of Colten Ellis. The Springfield 
goaltender made the first save, but 
Anthony Angello pounced on the 
loose rebound to get his first goal 
of the season to make it 1-0 for the 
Penguins. 

Felix Robert added to the Pen- 
guins lead with his sixth of the sea- 
son at 1:41 of the second, and those 
were quickly followed by defense 
tallies for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
veterans Pierre-Olivier Joseph and 
Matt Bartkowski, respectively. Joel 
Hofer entered in relief of Ellis, but 
that did not stop the Penguins from 
getting another tally from Kyle Ol- 
son on a redirection from a Bart- 
kowski point shot at 17:06. Ellis 
returned to the net to start the third 
and was greeted by the first goal of 
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the year by Justin Almeida at 8:44 
of the third to round out the scor- 
ing. Jurusik picked up 28 saves for 
a shutout in his AHL debut. 

The Springfield Thunderbirds 
also announced that they have 
signed forwards Patrick Bajkov 
and Jacob Pritchard, as well as 
defensemen Patrick McNally and 
Dominic Cormier, to professional 
tryouts. 

Bajkov, 24, skated in 18 
games with Springfield during the 
2018-19 season, registering three 
goals and two assists. In 19 ECHL 
games this season with the Reading 
Royals, he has tallied six goals and 
five assists. 

Pritchard, 26, has skated in 32 
career AHL games with the Char- 
lotte Checkers, producing two goals 
and five assists. He also skated in 
six playoff games for Charlotte in 


2019 en route to the club’s Calder 
Cup championship. So far this 
season with the Royals, Pritchard 
has tallied 16 points (8g+8a) in 19 
games. Pritchard skated collegiate- 
ly for St. Lawrence University and 
UMASS-Amherst, where he re- 
corded 47 points (16g+31a) in 41 
games for the Minutemen in 2018- 
19. 

McNally, 30, has 96 games of 
AHL experience under his belt, all 
with the San Jose Barracuda. The 
Harvard alumnus has 18 career 
AHL points and a career +15 rat- 
ing. He has recorded seven points 
(2g+5a) in 14 games with Reading 
this season in the ECHL. 

Cormier, 23, has played in 18 
games with Reading this season, 
putting up eight points (2g+6a). 
The native of Moncton, N.B. is in 
his second full professional season. 


Champion celebrates title 


HOLTSVILLE, N.Y. - 
Three-time NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour champion Justin 
Bonsignore went to Nashville, 
Tennessee this week to collect 
his hardware as a three-time se- 
ries champion. Bonsignore was 
invited to the NASCAR Awards 
events that will take place in 
downtown Nashville — which 
took place on Nov. 30. 

Bonsignore was part of mul- 
tiple fan events over the course 
of three days, and received his 
championship ring, and will be 
part of the NASCAR Awards fes- 


tivities on Dec. 2. 

Bonsignore won two rac- 
es en route to his 2021 Whelen 
Modified Tour title -- his third in 
the last four years driving for Ken 
Massa Motorsports. It will be the 
first awards ceremony in Nash- 
ville that Bonsignore attends. 

“Tm excited to head to 
Nashville for the first time and 
celebrate our third NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour title in 
Music City,’ Bonsignore said pri- 
or to the event. “The season we 
had on the Whelen Modified Tour 
was one to remember. Winning a 


third championship is a his- 
toric moment for myself and 
our entire team and I’m ex- 
cited to officially accept the 
honors and celebrate with 
the NASCAR community as 
part of this special event.” 
Fans can stay involved 
in the Nashville trip by fol- 
lowing Bonsignore on social 
media. Bonsignore’s Athlete 
Facebook page, @Justin- 
Bonsignore51, his Twitter 
feed @JBonsignore and his Ins- 
tagram page @JBonsignore will 
all be showcasing behind the 


Justin Bonsignore recently visited Nash- 
ville to celebrate his recent NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour championship. 


= fia 
Submitted photo 


scenes content from Music City. 
For more information on Justin 
Bonsignore, visit JustinBon- 
signore.com. 
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One of the six seniors 
listed on the Panthers var- 
sity basketball roster is 
Jack Letendre, who led the 
way offensively in the sea- 
son opener with a game- 
high 33 points. He made 
a total of nine field goals, 
including a 3-pointer, and 
12 free throws. 

“Jack has been an out- 
standing basketball player 
since I began coaching 
him in the eighth grade,” 
said Conner, who had pre- 
viously coached the Pan- 
thers JV basketball team. 
“T made sure that he joined 
the varsity basketball team 
as a freshman. He has im- 
proved a lot, and he works 
very hard.” 

Letendre, who was the 
starting quarterback on the 
Panthers football team, is 
a tri-captain of the basket- 
ball team, along with se- 
nior’s Anthony Ukrainets 
(3 points vs. Frontier) 
and Michael Ziemba (6 
points). 

The other three Pan- 
thers seniors are Brady 
Stahelski (2 points), line. 
Chance Lee, and Roman Carde- 
nales, who didn’t play against 
Frontier. All of the Panthers se- 
niors were members of the foot- 
ball team, which competed in the 
Division 8 playoffs. 

The juniors on the Palmer 
varsity basketball team are Mar- 
cus Trzcinski, Nathan Bigda, and 
Jason Cousineau. 

Rounding out the varsity ros- 
ter are sophomore Shawn Troche, 
sophomore Andrew Menard, who 
made his first career varsity start 
in the season opener, and eighth 
grader Dylan Doherty, who 
scored his first varsity points on 
a jumper in the final seconds of 
the game. 

The duo of Letendre and 
Ziemba combined to score all 
eight of the Panthers points 
during the opening quarter. 

Palmer, who entered the 
second stanza holding a slim 8-7 


EARLY DEADLINE 
For All Advertising 


Andrew Hayley saves the outgoing ball on the side- 


advantage, were outscored, 44-22 
during the next two quarters. 

The trio of senior Patrick 
Boyden, senior Tyler Dubrei- 
ul, and junior Dante Ruggiano 
combined to score 21 of the Red 


Chance Lee watches his jumper. ‘Photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com 


Hawks 23 second quarter points. 
It helped them build a 30-18 half- 
time lead. 

Overall, Ruggiano led the 
visitors from South Deerfield 
with 16 points. Boyden checked 


& CLASSIFIEDS 


Anthony Ukrainets drives into the paint. 


in with 15 points and Dubreiul 
added 13 points. 

After the Red Hawks built 
a 37-18 lead two minutes into 
the second half, Letendre, who 
received the 53“ Bailey Award 
trophy on Thanksgiving morn- 
ing against rival Ludlow, scored 
Palmer’s next seven points. It cut 
the Panthers deficit to 40-25 with 
a little more than two minutes re- 
maining in the third quarter. 

The Panthers did outscore 
the Red Hawks, 16-14, during the 
final eight minutes of the game. 

The Panthers also lost to 
Drury, 58-48, in the Pioneer 
Valley Tip-Off, at the Mullins 
Center, which is located on the 
UMass-Amherst, last Saturday 
afternoon. Letendre posted a 
double-double in that contest 
with a team-high 17 points and 
11 rebounds. Stahelski and Lee 
chipped in with 12 points apiece. 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 


© @turleysports 


www.turleysports.com 


BFjacebook.com/turleysports 


Turleysports 


Athlete of the WOeck 


NAME: Chance Lee 

SCHOOL: Palmer 

Lee had a great performance for 
Palmer basketball in its appearance 
at UMass-Amherst last weekend. Lee 
scored 12 point for the Panthers. 


To nominate someone for Athlete 
of the Week, contact Managing Sports 
Editor Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283- 
8393 ext. 258 or send an e-mail to gsci- 


belli@turley.com. 


Moutron 


Our Family 
Cares 


Insurance Agency Inc About Your 


HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS - 


lire Family 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ATHLETE! 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 


143 West Street 
Ware, MA 01082 


45 North Main Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007 


www.moultoninsurance.com 


More companies, 
Ci Ke mea more choices, 
ayo" BETTER RATES! 


413-967-3327 ARBELLA 


INSURANCE 


Bay State Games accepting 
applications for interns 


REGION - The Bay State Games 
is pleased to announce that applica- 
tions are now being accepted for the 
2022 Internship Program. The Bay 
State Games Internship Program of- 
fers candidates the opportunity to gain 
valuable experience in all phases of 
sport management. Interns will have 
the opportunity to learn about event 
management, financial management, 
operations, sponsorship fulfillment, 
and media relations. Unlike many other 
internships, the Bay State Games In- 
ternship Program allows candidates to 
take ownership of specific projects and 
manage events. 

Former Bay State Games interns 
have gone on to work at prestigious 
professional sport organizations in- 
cluding the New England Patriots, 
Washington Wizards and Capitals, 
Cleveland Cavaliers, Miami Dolphins, 
and in intercollegiate athletics at the 
Big East Conference, Princeton Uni- 
versity, Northeastern University, and 
Tufts University. 

The internship lasts 10 to 11 


weeks, from mid-May until the end of 
July. Interns are expected to work reg- 
ular 40-hour weeks during May and 
June with increased hours in July to ac- 
commodate the event schedule during 
the Summer Games. 

There are five or six operations 
internship positions available and one 
or two communications positions avail- 
able. For job descriptions for each posi- 
tion, please visit www.baystategames. 
org/internships. 

The Bay State Games has begun 
accepting applications on a rolling ba- 
sis. As applications are received inter- 
views are scheduled on a rolling basis 
with most positions filled by January 
2022. For the best chance of consider- 
ation interns should submit their cover 
letter and resume as early as possible. 

Additional information on the 
scholarship and a link to an application 
form can be found at www.baystate- 
games.org/internships. 

For questions, email info@bay- 
stategames.org or call 781-932-6555. 
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in a non-league matchup on Tuesday 
afternoon at the Worcester Ice Center 
that faces off at 4:40 pm, while Plym- 


Support the local 


businesses that 
support your 


local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Journal 
Register 


outh State entertains Fitchburg State in 
a MASCAC clash on Monday after- 
noon in Plymouth, N.H. that faces off 
at 4:00 pm. 


for all PUBLIC NOTICES... 


All Papers 
Will Deadline 
Friday, Dec. 17 

at Noon for 

Publication 

Dec. 22-24 


Fanny Ptelidays | 


All Papers 
Will Deadline 
Thursday, Dec. 23 
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 29-31 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 1Oam- 4pm ° Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm ° Fri. 1Oam-4pm * Sat. 1Oam-2pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


a O} = m1) BE 
Quabbin Estates 


41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications for immediate open. 
The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $797/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is higher. 

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 


All Papers 
Will Deadline 
Friday, Dec. 17 

at Noon for 

Publication 

Dec. 22-24 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 


All Papers 
Will Deadline 
Thursday, Dec. 23 
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 29-31 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283- eas ext. 100 


24 Water Street . & 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-283-8393 


ws 


Proceeds . Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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DEATH NOTICES 


Helen J. (Hallez) Rivard, 86 Vincent R. Siniscalchi, 68 
Died: Dec. 6, 2021 


Bruce Christian Banks 78 
Died: Dec. 11, 2021 

Funeral service: Dec. 21 at 
St. Matthew Church 

in Jamestown, R.1. 


Wayne P. Butler 

Died: Dec. 11, 2021 
Visitation: 8:30 to 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 15, at Beers 
& Story Palmer Funeral Home, 
followed by a service at 10 


Died: Dec. 13, 2021 

Funeral service: 

Noon Dec. 21 in 

Beers & Story Funeral Home 


Edith M. Webster, 93 
Died: Dec. 9, 2021 
Funeral service: 11 a.m. 


a.m. in the funeral home and 
burial in Sts. Peter & Paul 


Died: Nov. 23, 2021 


Cemetery in Bondsville. 


Bruce Christian Banks, 78 


William R. Schneider, 78 


Dec.17 at Lombard Funeral 
Home 


Vincent Ralph Siniscalchi, 1953-2021 


BRIMFIELD Vincent 
Ralph Siniscalchi, 68, passed 
away unexpectedly on Monday, 
Dec. 6, 2021. 

Born in Springfield, he was 
the son of the late Antonio and 


soccer at Tantasqua 
Junior High School. 
He then moved on to 
coach Junior Varsity 
Soccer at Tantasqua 
Regional High School, 


grand cat Oliver and 
granddog Chewina of 
Palmer, brother Antho- 
ny of E. Longmeadow, 
and sister, Mariellen 
Szczebak & husband 


Josephine (Longo) Siniscalchi. A where he also coached Frank of Wilbraham. 
graduate of Springfield Technical Freshman Basketball. Funeral services 
High School, class of “71 and a He was also a member were conducted by 


member of the ROTC, Vinney 
went on to earn his associate de- 


of the Knights of Co- 
lumbus. 


Tazzini Funeral Home 
in Springfield. Burial 


“The sorrow we feel when we on Salvage and Diving ; Matthews _—_ Episcopal : : ; : F : : . : 

lose a loved one is the price we _ ships and stations serv- church in Jamestown eee pe a secu an BCCOunHNe Vinny eujcyed spending wall De at the convenience of his 
. ean «A . . , from Springfield Technical Com- time with his family, cooking, family. 

pay to have had them in our lives.” ing as a special opera- RI. and a_ lifelong é : : : : : : F 

Heese. Chechen Badke. one officer These member of the Day munity College. First working cruises and family vacations to Because of Vinney’s love 
(Commander, USN, Ret.) age 78 cluded the command of Spring Masonic Lodge at Shop Rite Supermarket, he Orlando, Fla. of and dedication to coaching, 
oe iemedean RL wees a aay -Haikor Clemence Unk Nisiecd , retired from the United States Vinney is survived by his please consider a memorial con- 
peacefully on Samieey mee i 4 performing combat we ee He eae Post Office Bulk Mail Center in wife of 40 years, Patti Ann (Se- tribution to Tantasqua Regional 
2021 at Bay Pines Va., Hospital and salvage in Vietnam, reer accomplishments Springfield after 34 years. bastyanski) and his sons, Mi- High School’s Booster Club. 


in Bay Pines, Fla. He was born in 
July of 1943 in New Bedford and 
was the son of the late Ivar Banks 
and the late Gladys E. Mott and 
the late Howard S. Mott. 

He leaves a hole in the lives 
of his sisters and brothers Sandra 
N. Wells, husband Peter, Susan M. 
Brewster, husband Ted, Donald J. 
Mott, wife Shannon, and Dennis 
H. Mott, wife Rona. His nieces 
and nephews Serah E. Selmon, 
Rachael E. Somers, Alyssa C. 
Mott, Bradley B. Parker, Nathan 
H. Mott, Dennis J. Mott, and Mat- 
thew W. Mott and their families. 
He touched so many lives and had 
a plethora of friends, notably his 
cousin, James Vaill, who was his 
lifelong friend, fishing buddy and 
caretaker in time of need. 

Bruce graduated from Mon- 
son High School in Monson in 
May 1961. As a junior in high 
school, he joined the U.S. Navy 
Reserve and subsequently was 
commissioned Ensign USNR 
upon graduating from Worcester 
State College in 1966. 

Bruce was a proud veteran 
and had a long and successful 26 
year career in the U.S. Navy. He 
attended the Naval School of Div- 
ing and Salvage in Washington, 
D.C., in 1966 and thus began his 
passion for the Diving communi- 
ty that continued up until passing. 
He spent much of his Navy career 


as Captain of the USS 
Reclaimer in Hawaii, 
command of the Na- 
val Diving and Salvage Training 
Center, Panama City, Fla. and 
executive officer of the U.S. Naval 
Experimental Diving Unit where 
he oversaw the expansion of the 
Mark V saturation diving limits. 

Bruce retired from active duty 
in February of 1986 and settled in 
Jamestown, R.I., where he formed 
Jamestown Marine Services, a 
marine engineering, salvage and 
environmental restoration com- 
pany. Following his passion, in 
1999 he became managing owner 
of Divers Institute of Technology, 
a commercial diving school locat- 
ed in Seattle, Wash. The graduates 
can be found working all over the 
world. He continued oversight of 
this 50+ year old school until his 
passing. 

Bruce was a member of many 
associations and professional cer- 
tification groups. For several, he 
served as chairman and/or mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors. 
These included the Navy Divers 
Association from 1992 until his 
passing, the Divers Certification 
Board of Canada from 2012-2020, 
among others. He also served as 
technical advisor and subject mat- 
ter expert for the film “Men of 
Honor.” 

Bruce was a member of St 


Bruce was an avid fish- 
erman and enjoyed life 
at sea, sharing this with 
his many friends and family. He 
loved to read, and enjoyed trav- 
eling, especially to his condo in 
Costa Rica, where he was living 
when he became ill. 

Bruce will be missed and he 
will be remembered through all 
the lives he has touched and the 
many friends he had. 

A church service will be held 
at noon in St Matthew’s Church in 
Jamestown on Tuesday, Dec. 21, 
with his internment following the 
church service in the RI Veterans’ 
Memorial Cemetery in Exeter. 
The family is requesting all par- 
ticipants please wear a mask and 
socially distance due to COVID 
concerns. The family feels the 
love and prayers from so many of 
Bruce’s friends from around the 
world and takes comfort in them 
and understands if they are unable 
to attend. 

In lieu of flowers, a dona- 
tion in his name can be made to 
the Wounded Warrior Foundation 
www.woundedwarriorproject.org, 
or, the Navy Divers Association, 
navydivers.net, or a charity of 
your choice. 

Kindly visit FaganQuinnFu- 
neralHome.com for information 
and online condolences. 


Helen J. (Hallez) Rivard, 86 


BELCHERTOWN/PALM- 
ER — Helen J. (Hallez) Rivard, 
86, passed away Dec. 13, 2021. 

Born Sept. 9, 1935, in Palm- 
er, she was the daughter of Wil- 
liam and Edna (Monat) Hallez. 
Helen has been a lifelong resi- 
dent of Palmer until moving to 
Belchertown with her daughter 
in 1989. She was a communicant 
of Divine Mercy Parish in Three 
Rivers and was the past president 
of the Ladies of St. Anne’s also 
in Three Rivers. In her leisure, 
Helen enjoyed reading and play- 


ing bingo at Mohegan Sun along 
with playing Words with Friends 
on her iPad. 

In 1985, she was prede- 
ceased by her first husband, Wal- 
ter Frydryk and in 2014, her sec- 
ond husband, Victor Rivard. 

Helen will be dearly missed 
by her children, William Frydryk 
and his wife Tina of Waterford, 
Conn., Denise Zawalski and her 
husband Richard of Palmer, Ro- 
salie Belisle and her husband Bill 
of Ware, and Carolyn Poirier and 
her husband Richard of Belcher- 


town. She also is survived by a 
sister, Ann Frydryk of Palmer, 
six grandchildren, and nine great 
grandchildren. 

A visitation will be held 10 
a.m. to noon Tuesday, Dec. 21, at 
the Beers & Story Palmer Funer- 
al Home with a service to begin 
at noon. Burial will follow in St. 
Anne’s Cemetery. 

Donations may be made in 
her honor to a cancer society. 
For details, visit beersandstory. 
com. 


William R Schneider, 78 


William R Schneider, aka 
Bink or Bill, died peacefully at 
home surrounded by his family on 
Nov. 23, 2021, in Annapolis, Md. 

Born of parents William R. 
Schneider and Dorothy R. Schnei- 
der (Lee Sheridan) on Dec. 3, 
1942 in Springfield, he first lived 
at Springfield Armory where his 
father, Captain William R Schnei- 
der Sr, was stationed during 
World War II. The family relocat- 
ed to Monson in 1950 where Bink 
graduated with the class of 1960 
from Monson High School. His 
MHS yearbook indicates that he 
was voted most musical, studious 
and mysterious. He played soccer 
and basketball, was in the band 
and was perhaps best known for 
his “hot trumpet.” 

After graduation, he attended 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
and Hart College of Music. Next, 
he joined the Air Force and was 
stationed at Hancock Field in Syr- 
acuse, N.Y., where he was trained 
as a medic and optometrist. 
During this time he met his wife, 
Susan (nee) Halstead Schneider. 
Following his discharge from 
the Air Force, they relocated to 
Maryland where he earned a PhD 
in microbiology at the University 
of Maryland, the alma mater of 
each of his parents. Upon gradu- 
ation, he began his career in the 
biopesticides division of the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency in 
Washington, D.C. 

Subsequently, he moved with 
his family to Cape St. Claire on 
the Chesapeake Bay in Annapo- 
lis. Bink took up sailing and soon 


became known for 
his nautical achieve- 
ments, including first 
place in the prestigious 
Governor’s Cup race 
in 1995. He was also 
well known for his 
community —_involve- 
ment teaching sailing 
on his own and for the 
Severn Sailing Associ- 
ation. He also founded the Ches- 
apeake Bayfarers Sailing Club. 
Each of his two sons represented 
the U.S. on several occasions in 
international competitions. He 
also coached youth soccer and la- 
crosse for many years. 
Possessing seemingly limit- 
less energy and enthusiasm, his 
interests and achievements pro- 
fessional, community oriented 
and personal would be too exten- 
sive to expound in a single article. 
An avid downhill skier, he found- 
ed the ski club at the University 
of Maryland and skied extensive- 
ly in Europe and North America. 
Also at the University of Mary- 
land he founded the Sports Car 
Club where they held autocross 
and rally events. Continuing that 
interest after graduation, he built 
a small racing car and participat- 
ed in amateur events at Watkins 
Glen. While in the Air Force he 
obtained his private pilots license 
and continued to fly from the Col- 
lege Park, Md., airport. His work 
at the Environmental Protection 
Agency involved extensive inter- 
national travel including to Chi- 
na, Taiwan, Korea, South Amer- 
ica, and Europe. His wife, Susan, 


occasionally accompa- 
nied him and they de- 
veloped a love of travel 
which continued well 
into Bink’s retirement. 
Their destinations in- 
cluded Asia, Australia, 
New Zealand, Mexico, 
South America, the 

a Galopagos Islands, Eu- 

rope and Africa. 

Following his retirement in 
2009 from EPA Associate Direc- 
tor, Biopesticides and Pollution 
Prevention Division, playing ban- 
jo, piano and trumpet continued. 
A favorite entertainment venue 
for Bink and his wife was attend- 
ing Dixieland jazz events in the 
Annapolis area. Another favorite 
were the many jazz cruises they 
enjoyed. Bink was a photogra- 
pher and video documenter from 
the early days of Super 8 to the 
present. You are invited to go to 
youtube.com, search for Bschdr 
and select what might interest 
you from Bink’s life. 

He is survived by Sue, his 
wife of 56 years; his sons Karl 
and Geoff (wife Noon and chil- 
dren Skyla and Liam); and broth- 
er John (Beau) Schneider (wife 
Wendy and daughter Mika.) 
Services were held at Lasting 
Tibutes Cremation and Funeral 
Care in Annapolis, on Dec. 11, 
2021. Ashes will be scattered at 
Baltimore Light, Cheapeake Bay, 
sometime in the spring. 

In honor of Bink’s life, 
please make a donation to the en- 
vironmental organization of your 
choice. 


Vinney was Director of Team 
Mass Basketball and coached 


chael of Brimfield, Joseph of 
Newton, Christopher, wife Kylie, 


Visit TazziniFuneralHome. 
com for condolences. 


Edith M. Webster, 1928-2021 


MONSON — Edith M. Web- 
ster, 93, passed away at home 
Dec. 9, 2021. 

She was born Oct. 15, 1928, 
in Mystic, Conn., to the late Ralph 
and Ada (Bancroft) Moulton. She 
moved to Monson as a little girl 
where she lived her entire life. 
Edie was a graduate of Monson 
High School and was a gifted art 
student. 

As a child before TV, she re- 
membered riding her bike around 
town to the local swimming holes 
and exploring the woods around 
Lower Hampden Road where 
her family settled. At age 10 she 
walked to Springfield, running 
away from home with her older 
sister Charlotte to visit her sis- 
ter Laura. Edie worked for many 
years at Massachusetts Electric, 
taking off 10 years to raise her 
two sons. 

She was active in the Monson 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 
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raise the aggregate property values 
in town,” McNutt said. 

“To raise it to $1.2 billion so far 
is a success. After these tax classifi- 
cation hearings though, we need to 
remind residents how this works and 
that rates going down is a good sign, 
and rates only go down if the values 
go up. To get that higher tax bill, it 
means the town’s value has gone up 
and having higher property values 
means the town brings in more rev- 
enue that allows the town to 
do more for residents. 

“Having a property tax 
reduced by $1.29 per $1,000 
of assessed value is a lot. I 
have not seen that go down 
by that much and we’re 
moving in a positive direc- 
tion to bring that down.” 

It’s not just the seller’s 
housing market increasing 
property values. The town 
is systematically addressing 
issues aimed at maintaining 
gains and positioning the 
town for more prosperity. 

“We're more aggres- 
sively doing code enforce- 
ment to improve the curb 
appeal of the town,” McNutt 
said. 

“The town is very ag- 
gressively removing blight- 


teaching Sunday 
School and singing in 
the choir. After retire- 
ment, she traveled the 
world with her niece, 
Grace, her favorite spot 
being Norway. Edie 
was a sport, hiking 
with her husband and 
two boys in the White 
Mountains during the 
1960s and a few years ago en- 
joying a few beers with her sons 
in Stowe, Vt., a place she always 
wanted to visit. She was one of 
the most responsible people and 
was always there for her family. 
Eddie was the last of 16 off- 
spring between the two families. 
A special thanks to her nieces, 
Debbie, Dottie and her husband 
Larry and brother in-law Ike for 
loving support in the last few 
years and the wonderful profes- 
sionals at Baystate Hospice. 
Edith was predeceased by 


in the past,” McNutt said. 
“We're changing that. There’s 


Ma! 


a 


development project that has a lot of 
import for the town that was stalled 


her husband E.J. Web- 
ster Jr. “Junior” in 
2000. She leaves her 
sons Paul R. Webster of 
Ojai, Calif., and Steven 
J. Webster of Monson 
along with many ex- 
tended family members 
and friends. 

Funeral arrange- 
ments have been en- 
trusted to Lombard Funeral Home 
of Monson. A visiting hour will 
be held 10 to 11 a.m. Friday, Dec. 
17, n the funeral home. A service 
will be conducted at 11 a.m. in 
the funeral home with burial to 
follow at Quabbin Park Cemetery 
in Ware. 

In lieu of flowers memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
American Cancer Society PO Box 
1120 Framingham, MA 01701 or 
cancer.org. For online condolenc- 
es visit lombardfuneralhome.com. 


not residential, the better off we all 


” 


are. 


Other business 


Plot Maintenance 
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations 


about five years ago and we have 
completely solved that and it’s mov- 
ing forward and represents $800,000 
in new tax base revenue. We want to 
bring that commercial tax base up to 
about 10 to 20 percent and that shift 


plant. 


will be huge for residential property 
owners. The more we bring in that’s 


Benches 


OP Floor 
LEARNING 


1455 N. Main Street, Third Floor 
Palmer, MA 01069 
facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 


Statues 
Bronze Plaques 


Monuments 


413-589-7588 Fax 


Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 

its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 
unique is its 
personalized instruction. 


Also at Monday’s meeting, 
town council approved a $5 million 
bond after second reading to cover 
the cost of designing and recon- 
structing a wastewater treatment 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


Custom Design Work 
Cleaning * Markers 
Cemetery Signage 


Vases 
Granite Signs 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 
413-589-7564 Office 


413-531-5360 


ed properties and we’re go- 
ing to keep doing this. We’re 
holding property owners to 
standards and this is big be- 
cause, again, when we re- 
move all these little things 
that blight a neighborhood 
or a section of town, people 
feel better. They know the 
town is moving in the right 
direction.” 

A major dividend of 
that kind of effort, which 
in Palmer involves a re-or- 
ganized economic develop- 
ment team, is that the town 
becomes more attractive 
to commercial investment. 
Early next year, McNutt 
said, a project that involves 
re-zoning six parcels from 
residential to highway com- 
mercial should pave the way 
for a major development. 
Residents, he said, should 
expect a greater emphasis 
on creating a more busi- 
ness-friendly environment 
and eventually — shifting 


Let TFL's method of One-to-One private 
tutoring help you reach your goals with: 


Basic reading, writing and math skills 
High School Equivalency Exam (GED) 


preparation 


English Language Instruction (including 


conversation classes) 


Citizenship preparation 
Basic Computer Skills 


Resume Writing 


Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests 
such as: ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 


WE ARE LOOKING FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 


WE HAVE A NEW DIRECTOR! 
Contact Donna Kimball at 
dkimball@topfloorlearning.org 


more of the tax burden to 
commercial property own- 
ers. 

Right now, commercial 
business represents about 


COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! 


Do you want to learn how to: 
e Use a computer e Email 
¢ Create a Facebook page, etc.? 


facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 


e) “like” us on 


facebook 


6% of the tax base with in- 
dustrial even lower, at 4%. 
“There are valuable ar- 
eas in town ripe for develop- 
ment that were overlooked 


4 
oN 
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LY 


& Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 
to Top Floor Learning in their memory. 


re information on the above? Call 413-283-2329 
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Job Connection 


Classifieds 


I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


FIREWOOD 


A1 SEASONED FIREWOOD Pe- 
turned Phone Calls and Prompt Deliv- 
ery. Quality Product. CallnowS & K 
413-267-9402 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $175.00 
Seasoned cut & split $225.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WWISEASONEDI!N! § Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv- 
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348- 
4326. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 


WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad off services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 


CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


> 
[ad AB Hauling and 
— Ne, Removal Service 


2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 


DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


JOHN SHEA’S APPLIANCE RE- 
PAIR Get it done right!!! Same day 
service. 508-867-7124, 774-200- 
1391 Check us out on facebook 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237- 
2250 Mark 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- 
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


SNOWPLOWING 


RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing/Snow- 
blowing Service. Monson, Palmer, 
Wilbraham, Hampden. Call or Text 
now. Limited space available. 413- 
519-5439 


Snow Plowing Residential and Com- 
mercial. Fully insured reasonable 
prices. Leave a message (413)467- 
9224 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


¢ Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


WASTEWATER 


TREATMENT PLANT 

OPERATOR/MECHANIC POSI- 
TION The Warren Board of Sewer 
Commissioners is accepting appli- 
cations for its Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Operator/ Mechanic position. 
Salary is in accordance with the Town's 
current wage classification plan. 
Applicants must possess a high school 
diploma or GED and be able to obtain 
a Massachusetts Certified Grade 4 
Operator Certification within 6 months 
of hire. A class D Driver's License is 
required. 
Job applications and descriptions are 
available at the Warren Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, 2527 Main Street, 
West Warren, MA 01092. Warren is 
an EOE. 


COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


FOR RENT APPROXIMATELY 
800 SQ. FT. with easy access. Good 
for storage etc. Also have approxi- 
mately 1600 Sq. Ft. unit with street 
level entrance. Call (413)967-7772 
for more information. Reasonable rent. 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


Heat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


*Cats Welcome 
Extra Storage 
24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING & 


OPPORTUNITY 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


FOR RENT 


= 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


HELPING YOU FIND HELP 


HELP WANTED 
Machine Operator/Packer 


Local Plastics Manufacturer seeking 
reliable workers for Second Shift position 
4:00 PM to Midnight, Monday-Friday. 
No experience necessary, will train. 


Paid vacation and sick time, 
health insurance and 401(K). Apply in person. 
West Brookfield, MA 


J & CBIS, Inc. 
® 508-867-4241 


25 Freight House Road 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 


remilere 


Staffing Services 
INC. 


WE ARE HIRING! 


Our companies are in search of 
several entry level manufacturing positions! ! 


Various locations including Springfield, Holyoke, 
Hatfield, Chicopee, Agawam, Greenfield — 
Also in CT — Enfield, East Granby, 
Windsor, Bloomfield 


ALL SHIFTS AVAILABLE! 


Some of our open positions: 


¢ Assemblers 

¢ Production Assistants 
¢ Packers 

¢ Warehouse 

¢ Drivers 

¢ Forklift Operators 

¢ Selectors 

¢ Operators 


* Call us today and start working tomorrow***** 


413-552-3333 


Pets and Other Classifieds 


¢ Real Estate: For Sale, For Rent 
& Vacation Rentals 


e Help Wanted: Part Time & Full Time 
Career Opportunities 
Call to place your 


classified ad: 41 3-283-8393 
FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA01069 DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
or call: 413-283-8393 HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


CATEGORY: 


= bestar 
CLASSIFIEDS * 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
Reaching readers in 
50 local communities every week. 


Start a New Caré€er Today! 


Six Weeks 0.4 Part-Time job 
with\Fulestime, Pay! 


Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 


Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Base Price 
ae oo 


30 a 
i s 


Hilltowns 


Circulation: 9,800 Work the School Calendar ~ No Nigh Weekends. * 
Paid Sick Time ~ Paid Holidays ~ Pai i ~ 


Buy th in Village Hill ; 
olla Nine deh Unemployment Insurance Benefits ~ High Ho 


the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price, ites 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


We train on our buses and lots. 
Call our training dept at 
413.668.6036 and apply. 


7.00 
300 
: a 
; > i ie 


Phone: 


Name: _ 


Address: 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Town: State: Zip: 


_ X per week rate = $ 
Q Cash 1 Check# 


Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 
Card #:_. 


MasterCard OVISA M1 Discover 


(- | J.P. McCarthy &t Sons 


WWW.MCCARTHYBUS.COM 


Exp. Date 


Amount of charge: _Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


December 16, 2021 


Joo Connection 


SNOW PLOW 
CONTRACTORS WANTED 
2021-2022 WINTER SEASON 


The Town of Wilbraham Department of Public Works 
is seeking contractors for the 2021-2022 Winter Season. 
Interested contractors can obtain the 
2021-2022 Plowing application form at 
https://www.wilbraham-ma.gov/188/Highway 
Please submit completed form by email at 
DPWnotify@wilbraham-ma.gov 
or you can drop off completed forms to 
the Public Works office located at 
Town Hall 240 Springfield Street, Wilbraham MA 01095. 
Should you have any questions 
please contact the Department of Public Works office at 
413-596-2800 x208 


VACANCY 
Human Resource Director 


The Town of Ware seeks applicants for the HR Director position. The Director 
will be friendly and knowledgeable, providing a supportive and welcoming 
environment for Department heads and staff. Shall have a commitment to 
professional development and policies that promote and support a healthy 
work/life balance. 

A successful candidate will have experience with state & federal law, 
personnel policies and regulations, recruitment, employee relations, policy 
development, labor relations and other common HR responsibilities. This 
position requires a high level of professionalism, confidentiality, and superior 
customer service skills. 

The town will consider any combination of relevant work experience, 
volunteerism, education, and transferable skills as qualifying unless an item 
in the qualification section of the job description is labeled required. For a 
complete job description, please visit the town website, www.townofware.com 

This position works 28 hours per week. To apply, please send a town 
application, resume, and cover letter to the Town Manager, by email as a PDF 
to sbeckley@townofware.com, or by mail to Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082. Applications will be received until the position is filled, with priority 
given to applications received by December 28, 2021 


CALL NOW TO ADVERTISE IN THE JOB CONNECTION 


413.283.8393 
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Police/Fire 


PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department 
responded to 16 calls Dec. & - 13: 


On Wednesday, Dec. 8, at 
1:58 p.m., the department re- 
sponded to a motor vehicle acci- 
dent with a fluid spill on Thorn- 
dike Street. The department 
returned to service at 2:30 p.m. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 8, at 
9:59 p.m., the department re- 
sponded to an alarm activation 
on Ridge Road. The department 
returned to service at 10:50 p.m. 

On Thursday, Dec. 9, at 6:29 
a.m., the department responded 
to a detector activation on Main 
Street in Thorndike. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 7:12 
a.m. 

On Thursday, Dec. 9, at 9:43 
a.m., the department responded 
to a medical assistance call on 
Pleasant Street. The department 
returned to service at 10:10 a.m. 

On Thursday, Dec. 9 at 12:20 
p-m., the department responded 
to an animal rescue on Thorndike 
Street. The department returned 
to service at 12:41 p.m. 

On Thursday, Dec. 9, at 12:47 
p-m., the department responded 
to an alarm activation on North 
Main Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 1:03 p.m. 
On Thursday, Dec. 9, at 6:38 
p-m., the department responded 
to a brush fire on Depot Street. 
The department returned to ser- 


vice at 7:24 p.m. 

On Thursday, Dec. 9, at 9:37 
p.m., the department responded 
to a motor vehicle accident with 
an injury on Shearer Street. The 
department returned to service at 
9:56 p.m. 

On Friday, Dec. 10, at 1:42 
p.m., the department responded 
to a smoke investigation at Carter 
Street. The department returned 
to service at 2:10 p.m. 

On Saturday, Dec. 11, at 3:29 
p.m., the department responded 
to a motor vehicle accident with 
an injury on the Mass Pike. The 
department returned to service at 
4:06 p.m. 

On Saturday, Dec. 11, at 
3:42 p.m., the department re- 
sponded to an alarm activation on 
Reservoir Street. The department 
returned to service at 4:07 p.m. 

On Saturday, Dec. 11, at 
10:39 p.m., the department re- 
sponded to a water leak on South 
Main Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 11:11 p.m. 

On Sunday, Dec. 12, at 8:36 
a.m., the department responded 
to a medical assistance on Bea- 
con Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 9:02 a.m. 

On Sunday, Dec. 12, at 2:05 
p.m., the department responded 
to an alarm activation on North 
Main Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 2:24 p.m. 

On Monday, Dec. 13, at 
11:29 a.m., the department re- 
sponded to a medical assistance 


call on River Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 12:13 
p.m. 
On Monday, Dec. 13, at 1:55 
p-m., the department responded 
to a medical assistance call on 
Shaw Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 2:23 p.m. 


BONDSVILLE 


The Bondsville Fire Depart- 
ment responded to four calls Dec. 
10-11: 


On Friday, Dec. 10, at 6:39 
a.m., the department responded 
to a mutual aid call on Gilbert- 
ville Road in Ware for a structure 
fire. The department returned to 
service at 7:24 a.m. 

On Friday, Dec. 10, at 1:41 
p-m., the department responded 
to a mutual aid call on Carter 
Street in Palmer for the report of 
a chimney fire. The call was can- 
celled enroute and the department 
returned to service at 1:46 p.m. 

On Saturday, Dec. 11, at 3:48 
p.m., the department responded 
to a mutual aid call for an alarm 
activation on Reservoir Street in 
Palmer. The call was cancelled 
enroute and the department re- 
turned to service at 3:55 p.m. 

On Saturday, Dec. 11, at 7:43 
p.m., the department responded 
to a motor vehicle accident on 
Emery Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 8:17 p.m. 
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THREE 


The Three Rivers Fire De- 
partment responded to six calls 
Dec. 10 — 12: 


On Friday, Dec. 10, at 11:07 
a.m., the department responded 
to the report of a gas leak in Wil- 
braham Street. The department 
returned to service at 12:00 p.m. 

On Friday, Dec. 10, at 12:14 
p.m., the department responded 
to a report of a gas leak on Fort 
Street. The department returned 
to service at 12:25 p.m. 

On Friday, Dec. 10, at 1:42 
p-m., the department responded 
to a mutual aid call on Palmer 
FD for a reported chimney fire 
on Carter Street. The call was 
cancelled and the department re- 
turned to service at 1:48 p.m. 

On Saturday, Dec. 11, at 3:46 
p-m., the department respond- 
ed to an EMS incident on Sykes 
Street. The department returned 
to service at 3:54 p.m. 

On Saturday, Dec. 11, at 9:37 
p.m., the department responded 
to an alarm activation on Main 
Street. The department returned 
to service at 10:11 p.m. 

On Sunday, Dec. 12, at 7:28 
p-m., the department responded 
to an EMS incident on Palmer 
Street. The department returned 
to service at 7:57 p.m. 


Registration open for Wintersession classes 


HOLYOKE — Registration 
is open for Wintersession classes 
at Holyoke Community College, 
offering new and returning stu- 
dents, as well as students from 
other colleges home on holiday 
break — the opportunity to earn 
a semester’s worth of credits for 
one class in just 10 days. 

HCC’s two-week Winterses- 
sion term begins Monday, Jan. 3, 
2022, and runs until Friday, Jan. 
14. 

Students can earn up to four 
credits by taking Wintersession 
classes in a wide variety of ac- 


NEW YEAR 


2 22 


NEW CAREER 
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ademic areas: anthropology, 
communication, criminal justice, 
economics, engineering, environ- 
mental science, geography, law, 
management, marketing, mathe- 
matics, radiology, social science 
and sociology. 

Courses are being offered 
both on campus and online. 

“Wintersession at HCC is a 
great way for students to pick up 
a bunch of academic credits in a 
short amount of time, to complete 
a prerequisite for another course 
or just lighten their spring course 
load,” said Mark Hudgik, HCC 


. 
> 
i » 


director of Admissions. 

The registration deadline for 
Wintersession classes is Dec. 31. 

Starting Jan. 3, students must 
be vaccinated against COVID-19 
to attend classes on campus. Stu- 
dents must submit proof of their 
vaccination status before being 
allowed to register for on-campus 
classes. 

Students who plan to register 
only for online or remote classes 
do not have to submit proof of 
COVID-19 vaccination. 

Registration is also open at 
HCC for spring 2022 classes. 
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Full semester classes begin Mon., 
Jan. 24, with additional Flex Start 
dates on Feb. 14 (Spring Start II) 
and March 28 (Spring Start II). 

Full-term spring classes run 
for 14 weeks. Spring Start II 
classes run for 12. Spring Start 
III classes run for seven. 

To enroll for a Winterses- 
sion class, people may visit hcc. 
edu/wintersession. To enroll for 
Spring 2022, they should go to 
hcc.edu/admissions. 


IS 2022 THE YEAR YOU'LL FINALLY EARN WHAT YOU’RE WORTH? 


Sanderson MacLeod is the world’s leading twisted wire 
oyauksiamaats]aleirs(e1sela=) at-|alomi-8 com (ele) -dlavemnemale(omual-mel=wie 
KoXers) into] (1am KO Mell aroli\V> 1 Ae cad lalall are masts /aame)m ©) aU liam eats] .<>) ach 


In addition to extremely competitive wages, SanMac’s 
new OPTIM benefit plan provides significant weekly 


ele) ale sossmcit>] aul ale me)amelo\ ae) alsy 


Stable work schedules, health insurance, profit sharing 
re] ale Me)(=1a1AVae me) e) ele) anelalid(=smne) ar-lehic-laleciaalqlalercl com lersis 
the beginning when you work with Sanderson MacLeod. 


SAND CO NE IG nEee 


Leaders | in Twisted Wire Brushes 


rc] >{-7-4 me] -) fe} age), lee a 
CLOSER THAN YOU THINK 


1 OVEN Il is | =O) D) =a KON ad aan 
OR CALL 413-213-3443 
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QCC offers entry level 
career training programs 


WORCESTER —-  Quinsigamond 
Community College will begin offering 
close to two dozen free entry-level career 
training programs in the coming months. 
This innovative programming format is 
being offered through a new Fast Track 
Skills Academy, from QCC’s Center for 
Workforce Development and Continuing 
Education. 

The Fast Track Skills Academy is de- 
signed for individuals, who have been dis- 
placed from the workforce or had their jobs 
affected negatively due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. It will focus on trainings that are 
designed to get people back into the work- 
force in three months or less and provide 
upskilling and/or reskilling for incumbent 
workers whose jobs have changed or been 
eliminated due to COVID 19. 

“People from low-income households, 
recipients of public assistance and those 
lacking basic literacy and numeracy skills 
have been disproportionality affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Fast Track 
Skills Academy is an investment in our 
community and an opportunity to remove 
barriers keeping individuals from bettering 
their lives,” said Kathleen Manning, dean 
of the Center for Workforce Development 
and Continuing Education. “Programming 
in the Academy will focus on meeting in- 
dividual student needs, by providing a va- 
riety of educational programming for all 
types of learners that is designed to equip 
individuals with skills that will allow entry 
into and progression along a career path- 
way. I encourage those who are interested 
to reach out soon as limited seats are avail- 
able and classes are filling fast.” 

The following programs are enrolling 
now with many starting soon: 

MS Office Certificate: Classes will 
run in Southbridge and Worcester. 

Personal Care Assistant (PCA) (Of- 
fered in English): Classes will run in 
Southbridge and Worcester. 

Ophthalmic Assistant Program: Class- 
es will run in Worcester. 

Veterinary Assistant 
Classes will run in Worcester. 


Certificate: 


Personal Care Assistant PCA (Offered 
in Spanish): Classes will run in South- 
bridge and Worcester. 

Medical Administrative Assistant: 
Classes will run in Worcester. 

Medical Assistant: Classes will run in 
Worcester. 

Software Developer: Classes will run 
in Worcester. 

Nurse Assistant: Classes will run in 
Worcester. 

Front End Software Developer: Class- 
es will run in Worcester. 

Real Estate Sales Person: Classes will 
run in Worcester. 

Recognizing that students come to 
QCC at a different educational levels and 
career stages, the Fast Track Skills Acad- 
emy is designed to meet individuals where 
they are on the education and career con- 
tinuum. Certain programs will be delivered 
in Spanish and all career prep program- 
ing will include the BOUNCE program, 
a wrap-around soft skills workforce read- 
iness training program, intensive planned 
coursework, training, and/or work expe- 
rience that leads to attainment of indus- 
try-recognized skills, credentials and job 
placement. Courses are primarily offered 
in-person, with several offered in either a 
hybrid or online format. 

In the coming months additional free 
programming opportunities will be avail- 
able that focus on high priority, in-demand 
jobs in the industries of Healthcare/Social 
Services, Advanced Manufacturing and In- 
formation Technology. 

Individuals interested in enrolling in 
one of the fast track programs must attend 
a mandatory virtual information session. 
People may check the information ses- 
sion box on www.QCC.edu/fasttrack or 
call 508-751-7900 for information session 
dates and registration. 

For more information on upcoming 
free courses such as: basic manufacturing 
technician, Google IT help desk technician 
and registered behavior technician, people 
may visit www.QCC.edu/fasttrack or call 
508-751-7900. 
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QCC's nursing program 
recommended for reaccreditation 


WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College’s nurse educa- 
tion program has been recommended 
for reaccreditation by the Accredi- 
tation Commission for Education in 
Nursing, Inc. 

“Reaccreditation is important to 
our nursing program and to the Cen- 
tral Massachusetts area, particularly 
since the closing of Becker College’s 
nursing program. To date, we have 
integrated 54 former Becker students 
into QCC’s nursing program and an- 
ticipate 24 will graduate in Decem- 
ber and another 15 in May 2022,” 
said QCC President Luis G. Pedraja, 
Ph.D. “As the country and our local 
region continue to experience a nurs- 
ing shortage, QCC’s nursing program 
is delivering vitally needed health- 
care professionals to the workforce 
pipeline.” 

QCC’s nurse education program 
has been accredited by the ACEN 
since 1983. The program recently 
went through a comprehensive reac- 
creditation process by a team from 
the ACEN, which resulted in a rec- 
ommendation for the program to 
receive an eight-year accreditation. 
Accreditation is a voluntary process 
that confirms that a high standard of 
excellence exists in a program. 

“It is always in a student’s best 
interest to seek and enroll in a pro- 
gram that is accredited. It signifies 
to potential employers that they have 
been prepared within a program that 
has established a higher standard of 
expectations,” said Patricia Creel- 
man, professor of Nurse Education 
at QCC. “Additionally, it is important 
for a graduate to complete an accred- 
ited program to facilitate application 
and acceptance at higher levels of 
nursing education.” 

A reaccreditation is a compre- 


CAEE YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY? 283-8393 


<< 


hensive process, in which the nurs- 
ing program does a self-evaluation 
to determine compliance with six 
standards, identified by NCEN. 
These standards relate to all aspects 
of Mission and Governance, Faculty, 
Student, Program Resources, Cur- 
riculum and Program Outcome as- 
sessment. During a three-day visit to 
the College, a ACEN team reviewed 
QCC’s program standards, locations, 
visited with QCC nursing partners 
and advisory boards, and conducted 
interviews with students, faculty and 
administration. 

According to Creelman, while 
many programs are recommended to 
receive a full eight-year accreditation 
after a NCEN team site visit, what 
was unusual about QCC’s recom- 
mendation is that there were no areas 
for improvement identified. 

“Tt is often the practice that, 
while a program may meet the par- 
ticular standard, they may also be 
recommended to improve in partic- 
ular areas identified by the evalua- 
tors. There were none of these rec- 
ommendations identified,’ she said. 
“The team was most impressed by 
the comprehensiveness of our prepa- 
ration, the enthusiastic student body, 
and the extensive resources available 
to the program as provided by the 
College.” 

The ACEN Board of Commis- 
sioners will make a final reaccredita- 
tion determination in Spring of 2022. 

To learn more about QCC’s 
Nurse Education program, visit 
QCC.edu/nursing. 

For more information on QCC, 
people may contact Karen Hutner, 
Interim Director of Institutional 
Communications at 508.854.2842 or 
khutner@qcc.mass.edu 
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Public notices 


PALMER 
LANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with 

the provisions of Chapter 
40A, Section 5 M.G.L. the 
Planning Board will hold a 
Public Hearing on Monday, 
January 3, 2022 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Town Hall 
Administration Building to 
consider amending the Town 
of Palmer Zoning Map for 
a change of zoning districts 
from the Rural Residential 
and Suburban Residential 
Districts to the Highway 
Business District. Six parcels 
are affected by this zoning 
amendment, specifically L8 
High Street (Map 7, Lot 8), 
1002 High Street (Map 7, 
Lot 7), L6 High Street (Map 
7, Lot 6), L5 French Street 
(Map 7, Lot 5), 54 Walnut 
Street (Map 7, Lot 4), and 
24 Converse Street (Map 7, 
Lot 3). 

A copy of the map may 
be inspected on the Planning 
Department website at 
www.townofpalmer.com/ 
planning or at the Planning 
Department office at Town 
Hall by appointment only. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wishing 
to be heard on the applica- 
tion can contact the Planning 
Department at 413-283-2605 
or appear at the time and 
place designated above. 

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotic- 
es.org). 

Michael Marciniec, 

Chairman 
12/16, 12/23/2021 


PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with 

the provisions of Chapter 
40A, Section 5 M.G.L. the 
Planning Board will hold a 
Public Hearing on Monday, 
January 3, 2022 at 7:15 
p.m. in the Town Hall 
Administration Building 
to consider amending the 
Town of Palmer Zoning 
Map for a change of zoning 
districts from the Suburban 
Residential District to the 
Highway Business District. 
Six parcels are affected by 
this zoning amendment, 
specifically 101 Ware 
Street (Map 74, Lot 32), 0 
Breckenridge Street (Map 
74, Lot 31), Ware Street 
(Map 74, Lot 34), 49 Ware 
Street (Map 74, Lot 35), 37 
Ware Street (Map 74, Lot 
36) and Breckenridge Street 
(Map 74, Lot 37). 


A copy of the map may 
be inspected on the Planning 
Department website at 
www.townofpalmer.com/ 
planning or at the Planning 
Department office at Town 
Hall by appointment only. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wishing 
to be heard on the applica- 
tion can contact the Planning 
Department at 413-283-2605 
or appear at the time and 
place designated above. 

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotic- 
es.org). 

Michael Marciniec, 
Chairman 
12/16, 12/23/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD21P2324EA 
Estate of: 

Nancy E. Theriault 
Date of Death: 
09/23/2021 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned est- 
ate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Tracey Stankus of Holden, 
MA. 

Tracey Stankus of 
Holden, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inven- 
tory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard- 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to peti- 
tion the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can 
be obtained from the Pet- 
itioner. 

12/16/2021 


NRCS accepting 
Agricultural Land 
Easement application 


AMHERST - The U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service is ac- 
cepting applications from state and local governments, 
non-governmental organizations and Native American 
Tribes that would like to protect working farmland 
through an Agricultural Land Easement under the fed- 
eral Agricultural Conservation Easement Program. 

ACEP Agricultural Land Easements protect criti- 
cal natural resources and encourage private landowners 
to maintain land for farming through the voluntary sale 
of an easement, which limits future development. 

NRCS provides financial assistance to eligible 
partners for purchasing Agricultural Land Easements. 
Cropland, rangeland, grassland, pastureland and indus- 
trial private forest land private forestland are eligible. 
State and local governments, non-governmental organi- 
zations and Native American Tribes that have farmland 
or grassland protection programs are eligible to partner 
with NRCS to purchase conservation easements. 

Applications will now be ranked monthly. This 
year’s application ranking cut-off dates are Friday, Jan. 
21, 2022 and Friday, March 18, 2022. All eligible appli- 
cations received by 4 p.m. on these dates will be ranked. 
The highest ranked applications will be selected based 
on the available funds provide to Massachusetts NRCS. 

Applications should be submitted to Helen Castles, 
USDA-NRCS Massachusetts State Office, 451 West 
Street, Amherst, MA 01002. Information on how to ap- 
ply and application forms are available on the NRCS 


Massachusetts website. 


NRCS may contribute up to 50% of the fair market 
value of the agricultural land easement. Where NRCS 
determines that grasslands of special environmental 
significance will be protected, NRCS may contribute 
up to 75% of the fair market value of the agricultural 


land easement. 


To learn about ACEP and other technical and finan- 
cial assistance available through NRCS conservation 
programs, people may visit www.ma.nrcs.usda.gov or 
your local USDA Service Center. 

NRCS is a federal agency that works hand-in-hand 
with the people of Massachusetts to improve and pro- 
tect soil, water and other natural resources. The agency 
works with local conservation districts and other part- 
ners to serve farmers and landowners in the Bay State 


and across the United States. 


